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§ 144-301 General requirements. 

U.
Riparian buffer.

(1)
Where a development site is traversed by perennial or intermittent watercourses, riparian buffers shall be provided conforming to the line of such watercourses. The riparian buffer shall be created to extend a minimum of 75 feet to either side of the top of the bank of the channel, unless a wider riparian buffer is required by the provisions of Pennsylvania Code Chapter 102, as amended, in which case the greater of the two shall apply. 

(2)
If the applicable rear or side yard setback is less than 75 feet, the buffer width may be reduced to 25 feet of the setback to a minimum of 10 feet. If an existing buffer is legally prescribed (e.g., deed covenant, easement, etc.) and it exceeds the requirement of this chapter, the existing buffer shall be maintained. 

(3)
The buffer shall be maintained with appropriate native vegetation as defined in the appendices of the Pennsylvania Stormwater Best Management Manual, dated December 30, 2006. Excavating, placing fill, building structures, or making any alterations that may adversely affect the flow of stormwater within any portion of the riparian buffer shall be prohibited unless the proposed work is associated with a regulated wetlands mitigation program. 

(4)
The buffer must be defined though a deed restriction. 

(5)
The riparian buffer shall be built in accordance with § 170-407 of the Westtown Township Zoning Ordinance. 

