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APPENDIX C: COMMUNITY INPUT SURVEY 
October 2020 – January 2021 

Detailed Responses to the Questions 

The following charts present the answers to each question in the survey. 

Comments 

Respondents took the time to provide 303 comments. Most of these were about the installation of permanent restrooms. The 
Word Cloud before the comments illustrates the words most used in the comments.  
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Comments 

Inform the public about the history of the park 
Having restroom facilities would definitely improve the use and allow people to spend more time at the park. Also the 
playground has a few sharp surfaces. My son needed stitches last year after visiting the playground and hitting his leg on a 
ladder. 
Develop the pond area. Make a mite established path so we can push a stroller or fish.  
Make a more established path around mansion. It is difficult to navigate with stroller and kids in tow.  
Keep the kids programs in the summer!  
Water pad for kids to play in like sprinklers coming out of ground.  
Monthly byob dinner club at mansion or offering some type of summer nights picnic where you can decorate you table.  
Food truck events 
Improve trails by adding signage, benches and wood chips to make the trails more enjoyable. Improve signage about the key 
areas park and rest room facilities. 
The field set up with no playground near it seems disconnected. Other area parks seem to combine some of these aspects and it 
encourages spending more time there. 
Better/another access fromPleasant Grove. 
Provide a flashing light and better signage for paths on other side of Concord RD.  Make the pond accessible.  Have a path that 
is paved to allow easier access,  Make REAL signage for the paths and a map along the route. 
Updated playground equipment for 2-12 year olds 
NO MULCH 
Fire pole 
Rock climbing wall 
Zip line 
Sand pit, digging area 
Plenty of benches for parents to sit 
Easy close access to water fountains and bathrooms 
Splash pad 
Shaded areas 
- Water fountains 
 - Safer access to the park from Pleasant Grove Rd. for pedestrians and bicyclists  
- Consider a fitness/circuit trail 
- Upgrade picnic table area 
- Upgrade/expand basketball court 
- Water fountains 
 - Safer access to the park from Pleasant Grove Rd. for pedestrians and bicyclists  
- Consider a fitness/circuit trail 
- Upgrade picnic table area 
- Upgrade/expand basketball court 
Make more attractions for children 
We would love a playground for all ages of the community to come together. Family swings, more swings. Playgrounds for 
toddlers and up as they grow. Love the community garden and will look at getting involved there. Splash playgrounds are a 
welcome option in the summer months. Climbing domes or climbing walls for the older kids. Just ideas. We love being able to 
walk through the woods from our neighborhood to get to the park. 
I’d like to see a bigger playground area with fun, bigger equipment for slightly older kids (my four year old still likes the 
playground but there isn’t much for my seven year old).  I’d also love a nicer pavilion (maybe multiple pavilions) with nicer picnic 
tables.  They could be rented out for birthday parties in addition to be used generally by park goers.  We used to live in 
Montgomery county and there will several parks with these accommodations, but none that I know of in west Chester. 
I think that the park would benefit from an overhaul of all existing “attractions”. For example- fix up the athletic fields, maybe 
turf soccer fields, better baseball fields, pickle ball, better basketball courts. Add restroom. Add a small playground on the 
desiderata if the athletic fields for younger siblings that are attending athletic events. And I would love to see the trails 
improved- better signage, more connections, some paved for families with strollers, etc. 
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A paved or gravel loop for walking, running etc. 
Dog park 
Or at least enforce the leash law 
If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it 
The trails are good but need improvement.  We like to walk the dog but some areas are either very muddy, overgrown, or hard 
to trek.  I would also like some signs of what areas are part of the park.  Some areas seem like private property but are actually 
part of the park. 
improving current facilities and adding new recreational equipment for children 
Add signs to the trails (length, trail name and map), add new trails, expand playground 
Historical aspects to explain the mansion's past 
Update the playground and pavilion. Improve signs and lighting. 
Improve your he trails, distance markers, fix washout/muddy areas, connect to Cope Tract Path safely 
Safely connect to Cope Tract, create a huge destination playground area like Manderach Park in MontCo. 
Would LOVE a visible walking trail like East Goshen Park. I do not feel safe walking in the woods at Oakbourne Park. 
Enhance the pond and the stream to make a natural play area for middle schoolers and young teens.  Add a dirt bike path for 
teens with little bridges and small ramps. 
Fix up and add small signs to the neighborhood access trails that connect the park to the surrounding neighborhoods.  There are 
several access easements that have been overtaken by property owners not wanting the public utilizing these access points due 
to the proximity to their properties.  Restore gate house and add historical markers describing the original estate functions.  
Restore stone wall and entry piers along Oakbourne Road. 
Provide permanent restrooms at sports fields, restore Gate House, stone walls and entry piers along Oakbourne Road, upgrade 
trail signs to direct people to trail on the other side of the park (down toward the stream) and access signage at the remote 
access points in the neighboring areas.  Fix up post and rail fencing around the park and add additional around the basketball 
court.  Could also have a large fenced in dog park. 
The only things that need improvement relative to the use they receive are (primarily) the basketball court and the tennis court. 
Bathrooms near the sport sections would be a nice addition 
Full bathroom at the sports fields. Re pave the basketball court and tennis courts although the tennis courts could probably be 
better used as the site of the new bathrooms or parking 
It would be wonderful to add lights to the tennis courts. There are no public tennis courts with lights in West Chester. 
Lights at the tennis courts would be wondering. It is something that is not only missing at Oakbourne Park, but in West Chester 
in general! 
More parking, more programs- fall movie nights, summer programming for kids, concerts, 
Model rocket club. Yoga in the park 
I think more people would garden if the Community Garden was bigger. 
Replace stairs to baseball and soccer fields or regrade. Repairs to mansion. Bathrooms at both upper and lower levels. Real 
playground equipment ala east or west goshen. Paved parking for athletic fields. 
Perhaps have an actual carnival come to the park to draw families. There has been a focus on small children programming, who 
Co is great, but facilities for older kids are poor. Tennis courts should be open to public, baseball and soccer fields should be 
more handicapped accessible, and there should be bathrooms. Also, it would be good to have concerts in the park, provide a 
venue for live music. And it has to be better advertised, no one reads those mailer things anymore. 
A fenced off-leash dog area would be FANTASTIC! 
I know this  may seem like a great deal, but working together and hopefully including as many "new" neighbors as we can, this 
can be goal. 
More maintenance on tennis courts and basketball courts 
I would like to see something patriotic and historical done on the hill behind the basketball court ( on E. Pleasant Grove Road.) 
Relocate the "Taylor" Monuments"  in a nice arc near the tree line and facing the street  with nice landscaping and a large 
flagpole w/ flag. A nice bronze plaque detailing the Taylor family importance to Westtown could be added. Plenty of parking is 
available for visitors and for celebratory events. 
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Our park is not able to sustain lots of traffic - right now there are sports programs that are bringing many many vehicles into the 
park and drivers are not following signage to drive certain directions and are driving way too fast on narrow park roads. Flag 
football is one of the sports causing these problems.  This should be a natural wooded and trailed park - not a sports field park.  
Don’t pave paradise and put up parking lots please!! 
I would love to work on engaging a program that would get school age kids involved as the future " keepers" of the park.  
I've also seen "senior" playgrounds, with different stations to help them exercise. 
A bigger, more extensive playground area or even multiple playground areas would be wonderful. Repairs to tennis courts.... 
they’re a mess. Maybe closer to fields and tennis courts. Tends to be too secluded where the current play area exists..... don’t 
always feel safe. 
Improve the paths.. add exercise tips along the paths..benches 
I like the relatively modest development at Oakbourne  
I would like to see the Community Yard Sale return and also movie nights 
Would like the paths to be more easily identifiable. Some are obvious, others not so much for newer visitors. Also, when I was 
single I never felt as safe going down the paved path to get to the wooded area. It’s tucked back and feels “creepier” than other 
parks. Signage re: patrols? Call out safety features of park? Cameras? Call box? 
Disney themed events for families? Offer space for groups with special needs? Are there wheelchair friendly paths in the woods?  
 
Dog adoption events? Dog therapy events for kids and adults w special needs? 
Natural playground for kids to explore and use imagination 
Walking to the field across the road needs a cross walk and a marked trail around the corn field. 
A dog park area would be nice  
It would be nice if the trails were extended and connected. On some spots they can get muddy 
Tennis courts repaired/expanded. 
Pave the upper stone parking lot and redefine the access drive to /from it. 
Redefine the pond area and maintain it as a fishing destination for youth. Flatten the steep banks and dredge the muck and 
cattails. Perfect place for nature programs and exploration in the areas surrounding. 
 
Rebuild the tennis and basketball courts and enhance the parking of the athletics area. I like the separation between the two 
areas, main park/sports area. 
 
Make the playground users feel more comfortable during the day given the close proximity of the pavilion and its users. 
Love the park! The only area we avoid are the walkways around the pond because it gets very muddy there.   
We recently discovered the trails on the east side of Concord Rd., so maybe some signage for cars to slow down- trail crossing 
signage or roadway markings to indicate trail crossing on Concord Road near the continuation of the park by the Stonewall Farm 
driveway and where the other end of the trail crosses back(by the soccer field). 
Change the cornfield to public access parkland. 
Park needs gathering areas with seating, needs much improvement in signage, trails need improvement, access to pond and 
stream should improve. 
General lower field 
Improve the trails, especially some of the trails in the woods.  Portions of these trails are significantly rutted and contain large 
tree roots.  Connect trails in Cope Tract to form a loop and also to connect with trails in the main park (west side of Concord 
Road). 
Improve the park by improving and maintaining what we already have.  Do not overdevelop the park and destroy the beauty and 
quiet that permeates the existing park. 
No more lights. Light pollution in the Township is getting worse. The sign and post light do not help. 
I would love it if there was more use of the mansion to the public like the historic programs you've suggested.  It would be so 
cool if there was a monthly tour or if you could schedule a personal one. 
Get permanent bathrooms and maybe set up with signage a 5k xc loop. 
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It's a catch-22 because Oakbourne park has that "hidden gem" feel to it but I feel like there should be way more West 
Chester/Westtown events happening on the mansion grounds.  I'm assuming the Township makes money on these events to be 
used to improve the park so we really need to promote better.  Personally, I'd be interested in helping market/promote use of 
the mansion and have experience doing that if you're looking for someone.  Tom Wittig tom.wittig.jr@gmail.com 
Oakbourne is special and my family would like to see it stay that way.  People who want big a playground, paved parking lots 
and trails, and bathrooms can find that at other nearby parks.  Oakbourne is one of the few parks with good, basic amenities in a 
rural, natural setting.  Don't ruin that.  Upgrades are warranted on the athletic side, but leave the mansion area alone. 
upgrade the walking trails 
Improve the pond area to be more accessible....fishing friendly for children 
The water tower is beautiful. Find a way to safely open it to the public 
More picnic tables would be nice. 
Park with plenty of parking, accessibility range of events and options, 
Creating a unique wY for families to interacf with nauture would be neat! Like more plaques explaining what different types of 
plants, etc there are....plaques about the history of the mansion. 
Fire circle activities for families, music events to bring people in etc 
Better bathrooms, updated playground, less sports/big crowds... cars go very fast and gets congested. 
 
Big groups from Gaudenzia smoking at playground 
Horseshoes, frisbee golf, yoga classes, mansion tours, water tower tours 
Concerts, children’s shows. Halloween costume party for kids.Gardening classes. Coffee with the supervisors meeting. 
We love Oakbourne as it is but if there’s anyway to make more hiking trails we’d love that! 
Enlarge the playground, handicap accessible as well and partially shaded 
We live fairly close to the park.  We can walk on a trail and get there in 15 mins, or we can take a 5 minute drive.  The #1 reason 
we don't stay very long is because there are no bathrooms (or we don't know where they are).  With 2 little kids (2 and 6) the 
bathroom is a necessity. 
The playground is generally only geared toward elementary aged kids.  Much of the play structure is difficult/unsafe for toddler 
or preschool aged children's use. 
Restore it to the original landscaper's idea.  Add permanent restrooms.  Improve and mark the existing trails. 
More playground equipment, zipline like east Goshen, Benches 
No programs are needed. With organized sports (soccer, little league, etc), after school activities, scouting, etc., there is plenty 
for the children.  If families, adults, seniors or others want to use the park, there is nothing stopping them. 
Updated playground- isn’t much to do there for kids. It’s so convenient, but we typically go out of the township to the nicer 
playgrounds. 
Go to West Goshen Park or East Goshen Park and copy them 
A safe and improved playground (similar to east Goshen park), paved trails, and more community events 
Adult oriented programs in the mansion would be great, such as lectures, food and wine events, book clubs, etc. 
Add an amphitheater for concerts 
Amphitheater  
Fitness course  
Trail signs with markers.   
Offer more recreational sports and improve on site courts 
A playground that can include more age range, zip line, pickle ball, things like East Goshen park 
Disc golf and more sports fields, skate park. 
Pickleball 
Place for children of all ages can enjoy with their family 
Major overhaul of the playground. I have to travel across town to East Goshen park or over to Thornbury park to spend a 
fulfilling afternoon with my kids. Check out their programs too! 
Would love weekly live music in the summer, use for more holiday events/arts shows/beer/wine-tasting events, antique/historic 
events 
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Clear path signage, family bike path loop. The bike path doesn't need to be long. Kids in the area just need a safe place to ride. 
Would like to see a kids play area that can be utilized for water/sand play that is able to alternate depending on season.  Water 
play for spring/summer and switching over to sand for other seasons.   
 
Some unique but very targeted childrens play equipment would set it apart from other parks: https://www.richter-
spielgeraete.de/en/playground-equipment/downloads/ 
 
https://www.richter-spielgeraete.de/fileadmin/content/ml/Spielgeraete/Downloads/en/Brochures/Short-brochure.pdf 
I think it would be a great spot to have more community events.  Obviously that was rough this year, but once Covid is over, I 
would love to see more family days, food truck festivals, etc. 
The traffic in and out of the park is sometimes scary especially when an event is letting out and you are trying to get in. It feels 
that the road is only one way. 
A more natural playground would be awesome. Outdoor classroom space. Nature and History lessons during the day for 
homeschoolers (there are lots in the area even pre-Covid) 
The mansion and fountain are amazing!  Make repairs / preserve theses beautiful structures!  Teach about the history and if 
repaired, then (post pandemic) it could be rented for events to help defray cost. 
IMprove the pond area.  Pond needs to have solar filtering options, fountain. 
Improve the restroom facility in the park. 
Paving t he e stone parking lot 
well kept trails for seniors.  benches along trails 
Dog park 
Walking trails 
Yoga in the Park. This may not be feasible at Oakbourne, but paved bike/walking paths. It's a shame you can't walk to 
Oakbourne unless you access on Dogwood or Pleasant Grove because Concord is so narrow and dangerous. Also, do people 
even know about the hiking trail on the other side with the corn field? Better traffic flow from the back parking lot. I saw the new 
signs, but need more signage and arrows and maybe widen where the rocks are so two cars can get through. 
Family and children's programs are great. Always enjoy the Winter Festival. 
Would love to see a large park! 
The trails- specificities across the street need better markings. 
passive park space is important.  not every space needs a pre-defined use. 
Fix the upstairs of the mansion.  
 
Couple events like a monthly wine tasting, spotlight local chefs, local restaurants, etc.  
 
Local networking opportunities for business owners, entrepreneurs etc. 
more biking trails paved and off road. Disc golf course. Kids fishing pond 
RESURFACE THE TENNIS COURTS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
Make it more inviting (similar to Thornbury park or West Goshen park). We live on S Concord, but my kids prefer those parks. 
More family activities and events would be good too. 
Amphitheater and fitness trail. Add fitness stops with equipment along the walking trail. Pave that trail. Amphitheater use for 
more public events. 
Love movie nights. Maybe some family friendly live music. 
Modest improvements to the basketball court. Maybe repave it (still leave the stone walls in place- its very cool). Possibly 
upgrade the backboards.Not manditory- but figured I'd make this observation. 
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Pickle ball. 
 
Also install a 9 / 18 hole disc golf course around the perimeter of the park on mansion side. Our teenage son and his friends play 
a mock version of this where they use a hoola hoop and put it in places around the park. 
 
Installing a 'real' course with the actual disc golf nets would move teenagers / adults around the grounds. Could be positioned in 
such a way there are no safety concerns. And its not an eyesore. Not too expensive. Check out Brandywine Creek state park for 
ideas 
Better trail signage and markings.  Label historical locations off of trails, e.g. location of gatehouse, pump house, etc. Lots of lost 
history out there. 
It would be wonderful to have weekly walking groups meet at the park to use the trails, yoga classes in the arboretum for a small 
fee to cover the instructor. Gardening programs would be great. Recreational tennis lessons would be fantastic  for my 
tween/teens. 
Great place, basic upkeep 
Fix up pond area to make it more accessible and useable.  One area around the pond tend s to be soggy and muddy most of the 
time, so landscape to add fill dirt to raise the ground level.  Possible renovate the now drained pond area that is located to the 
east of the existing pond.  We have a wonderful and beautiful park and I would hate to see it further developed with sports 
fields, dog parks, disc golf course, etc. 
Maybe get some local scout groups involved to plant some flowers or start a butterfly garden.  Make separate walking and 
biking paths.  Improve drainage around the pond so it's not so muddy.  Add older kids playground area. 
Trails with a map, tennis courts need improvement, teens use basketball court but there needs to be another section of fence so 
ball doesn’t roll in street. 
The basketball and tennis courts need an overhaul 
Return of events like Halloween party, concerts, etc,  add things like disc golf, spruce up things like the courts 
I would love to see the tennis courts resurfaced and I'd like to see some additions to the park that maintain a more nature 
centered focused.  Examples include disc golf and a dog park with limited accessories (just a semi-open fenced area would do) 
Improved tennis courts, dog park, disc golf.  I'd also love to see one HUGE trail that connects all parts of the park with well 
marked pedestrian crossing areas over Oakbourne Road (similar to how East Goshen and Applebrook park are connected over 
Paoli Pike). 
Oakbourne Mansion is OK. But, I really don't get the obsession with it. The Mansion has dominated the needs of Oakbourne 
park since we moved ihere in 2000. The rest of the park has been neglected by the Park Commission to present because of 
spending on Oakbourne Mansion. There should be playgrounds, walking paths, better parking and some type of restrooms for 
the public. The baseball fields also need permanent restrooms. 
Dangerous intersection at trail head at Oakbourne and S. Concord Roads makes walking or biking into park risky.  Slow traffic 
there by making all way stop and add crosswalk for pedestrians. 
Arrange guided tours with professionals through year — arborists, botanists, wildlife scientists, e.g. dusk owl walk, morning 
wildflower identification walk, history tour, story telling walk, gardening walk, evening star gazing/identification, etc. 
The main circle driveway in front of the Mansion and historic water fountain should be become the main meeting areas of the 
park. 
To help accentuate these areas, the driveway and fountain could both be lined with all-season flower beds/landscaping, outdoor 
benches, additional lighting, and LED bollards for safety at the driveway. 
Create fenced dog park, where dogs can be off lease and people can walk or jog and get excerise at same time..these are very 
popular in Colorado and people are usually willing to pay for passes as a way to fund improvements 
Create fenced dog park, where dogs can be off lease and people can walk or jog and get excerise at same time..these are very 
popular in Colorado and people are usually willing to pay for passes as a way to fund improvements 
I would like to see a fenced in off leash area for dogs, possibly with walking paths for humans. I would be willing to pay/donate 
money to maintain this area 
An off leash fenced in dog park. 
Develop a well organized volunteer program so that people can assist with improvements to trails, events, garden and 
arboretum. 
Outdoor activities for all ages. Especially children and seniors would be great. 
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Dont lose sight of the historical and simple nature of this park as compared to other recreational areas with more designated 
infrastructure. 
Redo the Playground Area and make it larger. Add permanent Bathrooms. The basketball court needs to fixed and upgraded. 
Increase the Gardening area. 
All trails should be upgraded,  This includes Copes side and Mansion side.  Fix current basketball courts and tennis court.  Add 
additional basketball courts. 
Dog park! 
Before any decisions are made about Oakbourne Park, the township needs to take a good look at Larchbourne Park (yes, there 
are 3 parks in our township) and either give it the attention it needs or sell it.  It is a disgrace and no one seems to care.  If I lived 
in that lovely neighborhood, I would certainly be making some noise about its current condition. 
Bring the Mansion back to its "former glory".  It is an incredible building and could benefit the township in so many more ways 
than it is. 
A community center that offers township residents fitness classes, cooking classes, art classes, etc. Seasonal  Farmers market, day 
camps for kids in the summer. Gardening classes. The mansion should be restored and rented as it is now for weddings and 
private events 
We need a better and safe park, there is a lot of area to expand the playground. 
Pickle all courts, tennis backboards and larger courts, trail improvements done professionally through the woods. 
A lot of township money is spent on the Oakbourne mansion that nobody can use unless they pay. Turn the mansion and its care 
to private industry and let the township focus on the park surrounding the mansion.  
 
Start a planting campaign for the community at the park; perhaps planting trees in the large open spaces.  
 
The basketball court could use some love. Leave the unique stone wall! 
Tai Che, yard exercises, wayside signage plan, trail map, improve south side bb, tennis, add to tennis courts and backboard, take 
the keys off the use of tennis courts, keep the larger area for picnicking, tables some benches chairs, 
This town needs good walking trails, good sports fields (day/night, indoor/outdoor), snack bar to generate money and overall 
better facilities to make it a community gathering place and safe place for kids and families to use. 
Usable tennis courts 
Create a space for outdoor concerts example like Rose Tree Park maybe with fire pits, create a space for children for example a 
playground with a turf ground and a space that someone could rent out to generate income as well as hold classes for example 
a place like Haverford township community recreation & environmental center. That would be my wish list 
Keep Oakbourne as a park. It should not be turned into a recreation center. 
I use Thornbury Park it is a very nice simple place.  I will try Oakbourne this week. 
I don't use the park I go to Thornbury park. It is clean, simple and safe. The walking path is measured and simple to follow 
More signage to learn about the gardens and trees.  Additional maps for the trails and possibly some cameras for safety with 
I already noted 3 moderate improvements, and would add a 4th —— bocce courts and league. 
trail markings and map with distances, trash cans by the pond 
Dog park 
I would like more gardens like a small long wood gardens. It would be great to add a pond/lake and hold an annual fishing 
derby for kids supported by PA Fish & Game, they would stock it. 
Mark the trails, lived here for almost 9 years and had no idea where the trails were. 
more yard sale events; special seasonal events; trail marking/maps 
Walking trails expanded in woods and field across oakbourne road 
Paved paths and connecting sports fields with the oakbourne mansion. Also, improvement on the facilities already there like the 
batting cages, etc. 
I love the events like the holiday party, Westtown Day, family movie nights.  Maybe concerts outdoors would be fun. 
Sports court improvements 
Buy more park area like Crebilly farm 
Connect it with trails through the township 
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Programs on gardening, landscaping and fitness would be beneficial. 
none 
The park needs to be more family and dog friendly. Better trails, mile markers, fitness areas, better playground for kids, 
restrooms. Connect the lower and upper parks. 
Mark the trails more clearly. 
More clearly marked trails would be great 
Keep on Keeping on! 
Everything seems disconnected at Oakbourne.  The mansion should be utilized more for programs for the community. The 
sports areas need to be improved visually with permanent restrooms. 
Love the park and everything is nice. 
Dedicated Pickle Ball courts, roller hockey rink, morning or early evening yoga/pilates classes in a pavilion (when the weather is 
nice), dedicated mountain bike trails 
I think the mansion and surrounding area should be made available for family and community events indluding weddings etc 
Add a large dog park, separate areas for large and small dogs.  Water and shade available, places for dog owners to sit. 
Develop Self-Guided Tours of the Mansion and property around the Mansion.  Stress the history and independence of the 
property.  What was grown, how many people summered there, etc. Even forward to when it was a Senior Residence for Ladies. 
I’d love the wooded trails to be overhauled. They’re a little too “natural” and a muddy mess 
Better/new trails. It would also be nice to have new gravel in the sports parking lot. It’s a bit bumpy. 
Add a loop walking path. 
Walking path extended into the wooded area (assuming that it township property). 
Improve the pond area and consider restoring a second pond area to the east of the existing pond.  Add a walkway from the 
mansion front steps across the driveway and lawn circle in front of the mansion to the Clock Garden.  Add more gardens around 
the mansion and water tower areas. 
Change the nature of the playground to have more interesting and natural features, expand the playground area, more benches 
for parents and grandparents. 
What are walking trails like?  How long are they?  How do they compare with Sandy Hollow.  I've been to Oakbourne once or 
twice and the trail did not look appealing. 
How much money is the township spending on the mansion?  Is it breaking even with rental fees?  I would rather the money be 
used for open space funding. Like Crebilly! 
Send a digital map of the park and it's facilities, especially walking/fitness trails. 
Added or updated playground or sensory play for young kids (toddler age). Paved pathways throughout the entire park for 
better accessibility with stroller. 
 
Add drive in movies during pandemic to keep distance 
Added or updated playground or sensory play for young kids (toddler age). 
 Paved pathways throughout the entire park for better accessibility with stroller. 
Add drive in movies during pandemic to keep distance.  
Add cross walk across concord road for those walking over to the park. add flashing lights (cars fly down the road and it’s unsafe 
to cross) similar to what East Goshen Park has on Paoli pike. 
Would like to see it be a community center, offering programs for everyone. Fitness classes, tennis lessons etc. Safety stations 
along trails, outdoor lighting. A dog park area would be wonderful for meeting folks. Walking programs would be nice. A grand 
idea is having a community aquatic center, a lot of money up front but memberships as Westtown residents would make up for 
it over time. Food events at the park with Friday night food trucks, or more outdoor concerts. 
Facility improvements: other—playground improvement. Nothing major, but maybe some more structures for climbing. 
Love the trails..my 3 year old can spend an hour running around in them throughout the whole park! Maybe improve the 
playground a bit...add a tunnel slide, those are always big hits! Not sure how expensive this is, but rubberizing the playground 
would be nice vs the wood chips. 
Checkout East Goshan Park, Concord Township Park, Thornberry Park, and West Goshan Park for potential improvements at our 
Oakbourne Park 
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Wider paved walkways and safe nature trails, family play areas for 5-12 year children, clean rest room facilities, indoor group 
activities like Bridge, Senior Club, Wine tasting, etc. 
fenced area for dog park with dogs off-leash allowed would be heavily used! 
 
and maybe disk golf? 
More trails, more trashcans, remove broken glass on trail.  Some security measures, I was followed once when i was there by 
myself. More benches along the paved trail. 
More benches and trash cans throughout, remove glass from trails, add security. 
Post pandemic concerns and protocols, provide low cost classes - to include history, book clubs, arts discussions, etc. Target 
adults and seniors. 
I don't have any ideas, but I don't think you need to do any major work there. Its always busy so -people are enjoying it as is.  
Bathrooms would be nice. But I would be afraid of people hanging out in there or drawing bigger crowds. 
AEDs! People use this park for recreation and several sports. Kerr park in Downingtown has an AED that's easily accessible. 
There should be one on the field side and one on the pavilion side. 
More community events - car shows, cook-offs, holiday fairs, etc. 
Community pool. Spraypad/water play area for kids. Surfaced trails. Children’s events in mansion (book readings, character 
appearances, cookie/cupcake decorating). Christmas tree lighting. Menorah lighting. Ski slope? Lazy river? 
Keep the park a park. Do not add more athletic fields. We need open free space. 
Maintain the beauty and historic significance of the Mansion and surrounding property. Restore the water tower to the level 
where people can go inside and experience the historic gem. 
I would love it if the trails could be connected in a better way. The "Yellow Trail" is not the easiest to get to, although we love 
taking walks on that trail as well. 
I'd love an off leash dog park 
An off leash dog park 
maintain walking trails within forested area and cornfield 
Longer hours for yard sale days. 
More entertainment/music for Westtown Days. 
Bring back the music in the park like Beatles tribute band concerts outside. 
More of 'cars of Great Britain' type activities. 
Fall & Christmas activities. 
More benches in the pond area, an outhouse or two there. 
If you are doing anything to the cornfield across the street, I would just like it to be a walking trail and not a sportsfield 
Trails need to be cut and filled with the ability to walk on better. Many trail markers are hidden and access to the neighborhood 
is limited. 
I actually love the low key vibe at Oakbourne. It’s very peaceful and great for dog walkers and hikers. 
More benches. Maybe some placards about the history of the property on and around the trails. An Oakbourne run of sorts. A 
food truck evening, including a beer truck, to bring in the younger families and couples who moved in from the city. 
Would love the opportunity to see music there... Outdoors. Would love the basketball area fixed. Would love the tennis area 
open and avialable 
I really like the pond,  Can you fish there? Maybe a deck/dock would be nice, 
Additional walking paths with mile indicators (ie. a 3 mile loop) 
Sometimes the newsletters/mailings are late and we learn about things after the time has passed.  I like the digital sign at 
Oakbourne and it serves as a reminder to me to check out the Township's website for upcoming events. I think all information 
should be on the website for consistency, not some things on the website and some things on Facebook. 
I don’t know if you do this 
Have a picnic there for the township staff and families  
Also hold a township meeting there 
I would not do anything. Preserve your budget due to economic uncertainties with COVID. 
We visit the park because of the arboretum and feel of the pathways. We hope no major changes are made as that would 
change the feel of the environment. 
paved parking area 
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Eliminate some invasive plant species and replace with native plants.  Preserve Open space 
Indoor community swimming pool 
Improve the trail network and add a couple maps to educate visitors what is available. I feel the section across Concord road is 
under utilized space. 
I think an annual 5k run is something that would be a great addition to the event line-up. I regularly trail run through the park 
and think there is ample amount of trail. We love the family oriented activities like the outdoor movies. And my kids will be 
playing sports soon, so those facilities would be great to maintain & improve. I also think the farm land across Concord Road 
should be purchased and used for park purposes. 
Mark and map trails better!! 
I just found the trails across the street. I've lived here for 35 years and I never knew they existed! It's absolutely beautiful. I'd love 
to see the trails better mapped and maintained for walkers/runners. The trails don't seem to connect. 
I am interested in helping educate Westtown residents about  
1.) the advantages of composting at home  
2.) introducing concepts such as prairie garden designs which reduce moweable lawn acreage  
3.) using native plants instead of exotic species in home gardens 
More events scheduled would be nice. 
Preserve trails and wooded areas. Keep natural 
Keep trails and wooded areas natural and accessible 
More trails in the lower section.  Maybe a mountain biking loop. 
See East Goshen Park 
The Mansion can improve the back room used for events. We looked at having our daughters bridal shower at the mansion and 
would have loved to have done so.  The back room is dated and had a smell to it. The front old rooms are beautiful but can’t 
hold many people. You would be able to attract more people to hold events there and thus have more revenue if you just make 
some improvements to the Mansion. 
We need to completely redo the two tennis courts that are there they were put in over 20 years ago thanks to Arnold Cleveland 
who requested for the time. It is time not only to completely resurface the 2 quarts that are there however we need to add two 
additional quarts. There are plenty of soccer fields. It would also be who’ve us to put in a nicer  playground for children and 
Improve the basketball court 
Would like to see more trails 
Improve trails but do not pave 
The mansion does not seem to be open to the public.  I would prefer it to be accessible instead of only used for special events or 
when people rent it. 
Again, I would like the wooded area paths to have more wood chips added.  This hasn’t been done for a while and would Ben 
helpful for running/walking. 
More programs in the mansion 
Keep the historic nature of the park.  Don't over develop, at least around the mansion.  I thought the movie night was a neat 
idea. 
Vendor events at the Mansion, Borough restaurants invited to showcase their specialties inside the mansion, Food truck events 
at the park, Concerts at the mansion and on the grounds 
Expand the existing playground 
Better accessibility and use of the Cope Tract. 
Lose the electronic billboard. It's trashy and was a dated concept before it even went in. 
structured dog park, subdivided for small and larger dogs respectively.  With water source, doggie bags and waste cans.  And in 
the open part of the park, dogs should be required to be leashed at all times.  The fenced part of the dog park, as above, can be 
for free running. 
More Pathways and a crosswalk across South Concord Road 
Additional marked pathways 
Making the interior more attractive by cleaning it up would attract more paying functions in the mansion, which can pay for 
upkeep of the park. It would be wonderful to see the park's trails improved and the park brought back to how the Smith family 
designed it. 
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Given the financial position and needs of the township I don't feel the township is being fiscally responsible. No more $$ for 
building improvements. Does not generate meaningful revenue if any at all. Spend on bringing township owned drainage basins 
up to code consistent with privately owned basins. No more waste on Oakbourne!!!!. . 
Upgrade basketball courts;  add pickle ball, dog park, improved walking/running/biking trails. Inside yoga classes, etc. 
swimmo for township residents 
Keep as is. Stop destroying the majestic views and open spaces. 
Please do not develop the cornfield side of the park! Maintain the open historic feel of the park. Open spaces in the township 
must be kept and preserved. 
I use the park daily on the cornfield side.  It's a great place to enjoy nature and wildlife 
Especially at this time we need a place for calmness.  I live on James Drive and my property is adjacent to the park.  This side of 
the park gets a lot more use, especially now, by families and kids playing and enjoying all the simplicities that nature brings.  
Why at this time would you want to take this away from our township. 
As a very close neighbor to the park, I believe that developing it with the current plan is a big disservice to the community.  The 
increase in traffic alone will make this very bothersome to the existing township residents who live NEAR the park.  There will 
also be additional foot traffic coming into our street on Windy Knoll to access the proposed fields. 
I feel that Oakbourne Park is a great place for families and recreation. I believe that any improvements should take place within 
the boundaries already set for the park. As a resident who resides near where potential improvements may be added, I would be 
extremely unhappy with such significant changes to my neighborhood - a reason we bought where we did; to raise our family in 
a private, quiet neighborhood on Windy Knoll Rd. 
Utilize the space to it’s potential. It’s a well-loved park and visited by many. It is peaceful and full of nature. It provides sporting 
opportunities for all ages. We don’t need to take more beautiful space in Westtown for parking lots. We live very close to the 
park and we are extremely close to the new building and expansion proposal. The neighbors who will be affected by such 
expansions are not happy to have what is currently a quiet place to raise our children turn into a public area! 
I enjoy walking with my children on the paths across the main park are (where the field is).  I noted safety as a concern. 
1. Walking across the road with children as people speed can be concerning. A formal walkway should be offered. 
2. Roundup is sprayed on park property. This is a carcinogen that has resulted in several lawsuits. This should not be used in 
public places, especially without signs or warning. 
3. The park is not safe for those with accessibility needs. They are forced elsewhere. 
The park property should no longer be farmed.  That is public property and with the community growing rapidly the need for 
recreation is going up.  I would like to see that area turned into a natural meadow with walking trails and points of interest. 
 
A business plan needs to be established for the Mansion. It is unique and can be used in ways that benefit the public and 
generate revenue. That said, professionals should be managing it. It is crumbling. 
Open up more of the mansion and offer more regular tours focusing on the history of the mansion and the grounds. 
Have information readily available about the programs that are there. The only way I know is when I drive by and see the sign. 
Information about the vegetable garden in the summer, other programs etc. Signs on native plants. Programs to encourage 
planting native plants for attracting bees, butterflies and birds. Organic gardening. Seasonal Nature walks to learn about the 
gardens there. 
Single track, one way, trail for mountain biking and / or dirt biking, waiver to be signed and on the record with the township 
I would love to see a sort bike loop in wooded area below the parking lot 
More tennis courts 
Add solar lighting features 
Water fountains  
Expand community garden 
Create a nature walk that highlights plant and animal life 
Music in the park from May-October would be cool. Maybe virtual tours of the Mansion to generate interest in physical tours as 
well.  
Highlight a social calendar in the Westtown Gazette and at the Amish Market 
Leave the cornfields ALONE!!  Don’t need more car traffic and frisbee golf. Preserve open space!!!! 
I'd prefer Oakbourne Park be passive; current active sports level is OK. 
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Community movie nights, craft fair, holiday fireworks 
seems a lot of people walk to the park and we enter thru the path entrance down at the S. Concord / Oakbourne trail.    There is 
not a paved path to get up to the park and walk.   Even a nice paved path thru the wooded area would be nice for bikers or 
walkers.  Seems like the wooded area could be more improved on. 
Frisbee golf 
Expand the walking area across the street 
I would improve Oakbourne Mansion. Specifically the back room that can be used for banquets/events. If you do that you can 
get revenue from people renting it for bridal and baby showers, birthday parties, weddings, etc. I would also do a thorough 
cleaning of the front rooms of the mansion. Neither of these would require much money and would bring in money to the 
township.  
Leave the cornfield alone. We need to preserve the current park. 
Just fix the stuff that is there. No additions. Oakbourne doesn’t need to attract thousands of people from the area. Only the local 
residents 
How about you guys fix the crappy road that runs parallel to Oakbourne park that has been absolute crap for 10-15 years. How 
about start with that before you think about your other terrible ideas on how to waste taxpayer money on unnecessary things. 
Keep oakbourne park as it is, maybe add a permanent bathroom and fix up the tennis/b-ball courts. And spend your time fixing 
things that ACTUALLY need to be fixed (oakbourne road) 
Flower gardens like a very minature Longwood or Chanticleer. 
Some more evening events w lights 
Christmas lights 
stony parking area paved 
more use of the mansion for the general public 
Still never got to go up the water tower! 
trees and flowers labeled (the wisteria was beautiful) 
wildflower ramble 
the pond could be a gem to sit and reflect if cleaned up 
a better train leading towards the Oakbourne Rd bridge where my neighbors and I walk from 
Thank you! 
I'd like to see more available to adults and seniors instead of just a movie night for kids or kid sports. Tai chi in the park? Adult 
crafting or edu. Socials combined with volunteering to help with the park. Festivals and events.  We just don't get all of the use 
and enjoyment out of the park that we could. 
I think the historical area of the park should not be overdeveloped and too active with sports and activities. It's a nice quiet place 
to go walk currently and I wouldn't want that to change 
I am for minor improvements at the existing park but want to see the cornfields on the east side of the park to remain open 
space 
Updated pavilion 
Paved trails are important. 
1) I would like to see more children's programs, especially for the pre-school (ages 0-4) age group. I'm thinking live music, sing 
alongs, story times, nature activities, etc. We have such a great park and facilities but it feels underutilized during the weekday 
daytimes. I would even pay a small fee for such programs.  
2) Remove the digital message board! It goes against maintaining the rural feel of our township, is not environmentally 
conscious (electricity usage), & provides no added value. 
Pond improvement 
No new development!! Leave open space alone! 
Leave as is and instead use funding for installing public sewer for residents that have been suggested numerous other times in 
the past. 
Music in the park. Having music groups or just playing different types of music would bring more of the community to the park 
and they could see theopportunities that are available for nature lovers, children, and anyone who loves to be outside. 
Can you please put a garbage can in the mansionparking lot next to the dog waste bag station?   The tennis courts need work.  
More walking trails if possible. 
Consider a regularly occuring farm market or quarterly food event where community members can stop by for shopping 
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Please just restore the buildings and landscaping to the original architect's and landscaper's design and replace the portable 
toilets with real restrooms with running water, plumbing fixtures, and waste management. 
climbing aparatus, informational/historical signs about the park, trail markings, fitness pull up bars and/or workout area, 
There is an arburedum? Where? 
Would like to see better walking path surfaces and better defined paths 
I like the car shows at the park but they’re not well advertised by Township. Art and Craft Show. Connect to (not yet existing) 
bike paths. Musicwithin a needed Band Stage—Oakborne has natural slope that could be used for a natural amphitheater. 
Marian the trails 
Instead of making every park stellar, I’d prefer sidewalks all over Westtown and West Chester connecting different parks. We are 
so fortunate to have so many small parks in the area. As an aging adult, I’d like to walk everywhere. 
Did so in earlier question. Thank you for asking. 
Marked Trails 
For my purposes I enjoy the park the way it is.However, I realize others may want enhancements.  I know there's plans to expand 
across S. ConcordRd. but I don't know if that's a good idea.  I enjoy the corn coming up in season and I think there's enough real 
estate to work with at it's current location.  Furthermore, the up front and ongoing costs certainly won't reduce our tax burden. 
Walking and running trails 
Volleyball. Mini golf. Fountains. Food vendors for special events. 
Outdoor gym equipment - pull-up bars, dip bars,step-ups. 
Volleyball nets 
Badminton nets 
Horseshoe pit 
Keep it open and natural as possible.  Plantings, etc.  No need for "development".  There are lots of 'developed' parks in 
neighboring communitiesthat we can use if needed. 
I would love a softball field added. 
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APPENDIX D: APPLYING SUSTAINABILITY 

Introduction 

Sustainability and green design considerations have become increasingly important and applying these values to park design has 
become a standard. As defined by Creating Sustainable Community Parks: A Guide to Improving Quality of Life by Protecting 
Natural Resources, a sustainable community park is one where natural resources are protected, wildlife habitats are improved 
and human recreational uses and maintenance practices do not conflict with, but rather enhance, the surrounding environment. 
The Guidelines and Performance Benchmarks for Sustainable Sites Initiative, further defines sustainability as land practices “that 
meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” The green 
initiative allows for the park to become and maintain self- sufficiency, while reducing the amount of time and cost that must be 
required to maintain certain areas in both the long and short- terms. 

A sustainable park produces the following benefits to a community: economic benefits by attracting users to the park and the 
surrounding areas where the park resides; environmental benefits by reducing impacts to the environment and providing a 
safe area for wildlife; and health and safety benefits by giving the community an educational environment, allowing for 
active activities, and reducing crime, creating stronger/safer neighborhoods surrounding the park. 

Do No Harm 

Make no changes to the site that will degrade the surrounding environment. Promote projects on sites where previous 
disturbance or development presents an opportunity to regenerate ecosystem services through sustainable design. 

Precautionary Principle 

Be cautious in making decisions that could create risk to human and environmental health. Some actions can cause 
irreversible damage. Examine a full range of alternatives including no action and be open to contributions from all affected 
parties. 

Design with Nature and Culture 

Create and implement designs that are responsive to economic, environmental, and cultural conditions with respect to the 
local, regional, and global context. 

Use a Decision-Making Hierarchy of Preservation, Conservation and Regeneration 

Maximize and mimic the benefits of ecosystem services by preserving existing environmental features, conserving 
resources in a sustainable manner, and regenerating lost or damaged ecosystem services. 

Provide Regenerative Systems as Intergenerational Equity 

Provide future generations with a sustainable environment supported by regenerative systems and endowed with 
regenerative resources. 

Support a Living Process 

Continuously re-evaluate assumptions and values and adapt to demographic and environmental change. 

Use a Systems Thinking Approach 

Understand and value the relationships in an ecosystem and use an approach that reflects and sustains ecosystem services; 
re-establish the integral and essential relationship between natural processes and human activity. 
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Use a Collaborative and Ethical Approach 

Encourage direct and open communication among colleagues, clients, manufacturers, and users to link long-term sustainability 
with ethical responsibility. 

Maintain Integrity in Leadership and Research 

Implement transparent and participatory leadership, develop research with technical rigor and communicate new findings in a 
clear, consistent, and timely manner. 

Green Design 

The redevelopment of the park provides an opportunity to incorporate green design techniques. Integration of green design 
principals and techniques for future construction/ improvements is encouraged to minimize the impact of park development on 
the natural resources. Please see Appendix E for guidelines for incorporating green infrastructure in parks. 

 

Best Management Practices 

Development of the park as conceived in this master plan will involve earthwork and construction activities. Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) are encouraged throughout the construction process to protect the resources and stabilize them through 
creative design. Best Management Practices will promote a stable future for the site. Detailed Examples of Best Management 
Practices can be found in Pennsylvania Stormwater Best Management Practices Manual. Some basic examples are listed below 
for informational purposes and should be considered where applicable in the redevelopment of the park. Incorporation of these 
facilities will require site specific soils testing to determine infiltration rates and plan for incorporation of applicable BMPs. 

Green Design Considerations 

Consideration Intent Application 

Erosion and 
sedimentation 
control 

Reduce negative impact on air 
and water quality 

Provide erosion control measures and best management practices 
(BMPs) during new construction activities. 

Eliminate impact to steep slope areas. 

Reduce site 
disturbance 

Limit development to 
appropriate sites to reduce 
the impact on the landscape 
and habitat. 

Construct improvements within existing clearings or developed 
areas. 

  

Foster Environmental Stewardship 

In all aspects of land development and management, foster an ethic of environmental stewardship - an 
understanding that responsible management of healthy ecosystems improves the quality of life for present and 
future generations. 

Taken from “The Sustainable Sites Initiative, Guidelines and Performance Benchmarks” American Society of 
Landscape Architects. 
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Consideration Intent Application 

Stormwater 
management 

Limit disruption and pollution 
of natural water courses, 
reduce increased runoff and 
promote infiltration. 

Minimize crossings at water courses. Where crossings are 
necessary, provide measures for efficient passage of water. Utilize 
porous pavement to promote infiltration of stormwater runoff. Size 
parking areas to meet parking need and provide turf overflow 
parking for high use occurrences and special events. 

Reduce heat islands Minimize impact of 
microclimate. 

Provide plantings in the large, expansive parking areas to break up 
the hard surface and promote infiltration. 

Dawn to dusk policy where appropriate. 

Reduce light 
pollution 

Improve night sky visibility 
and reduce impact on 
nocturnal environments. 

Limit lighting within the park. Where night lighting is necessary for 
safety and security, provide shields or specify full cut-off fixtures 
and only specify the necessary lumens. 

Innovative 
wastewater 
treatment 

Reduce the generation of 
wastewater and potable water 
demand 

Provide self-mulching or other environmentally friendly treatment 
alternatives. 

Recycled building 
materials 

Limit the use of consumptive 
building materials Utilize recycled plastic and building materials in new construction. 

Local materials and 
suppliers 

Support the local economy 
and reduce the environmental 
impact resulting from 
transportation 

Purchase products locally produced. 

Maximize solar 
orientation 

Reduce electric needs through 
proper building orientation. Orient buildings to take advantage of natural light and heat. 

Energy consumption Minimize use of fossil fuels. 

Install a ground source geothermal heat pump system for heating 
and cooling of buildings. 

Plant deciduous trees to cool buildings in the summer and allow 
solar access in winter. 

Layout and orient buildings and outdoor use areas to take 
advantage of cooling summer breezes. 

Connect park sites to regional trail systems so that non-motorized 
transportation modes can be used to access the site. 

Install solar powered amenities/features. 

Promote water 
conservation 

Reduce water use to lower 
burden on supply. 

Select native and drought tolerant plants to reduce watering and 
maintenance demands. 

Mulch landscape areas to retain moisture and minimize the need to 
water plants. 
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Consideration Intent Application 

Emphasize and 
promote recycling 

Reduce the amount of new 
materials required and lower 
the demand for new materials 
to be produced. 

Reuse existing buildings, materials, and infrastructure. 

Build with salvaged materials whenever available. 

Participate in LEED 
system. 

Employ the Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) Green Building 
Rating System on site as the 
national standard for Green 
Design. 

Use the LEED project checklist for all aspects of design from erosion 
& sedimentation control to green power and materials. 

Constructed 
treatment wetlands 

Remove a wide variety of 
pollutants such as suspended 
solids, nutrients, and organic 
pollutants. 

Shallow water-filled basins planted with emergent plant vegetation. 
Place at stream/drainage-way outfall to water bodies. 

Critical area planting 
Stabilize slope, improve 
wildlife habitat, slow 
stormwater run-off. 

Areas of erodible soils and/or steep slope and at the edge of the 
stream and perimeter of pond. 

Filter strip 

To trap sediment and convey 
run-off from paved surfaces 
to stormwater channels and 
reduce run-off velocity. 

Adjacent to impervious surfaces and on gentle slopes with sheet 
flow. Adjacent to springs, streams, and ponds to filter sediment. 

Grass swales 

Run-off conveyance, pollution, 

and sediment filtering device 
and increased ground water 
infiltration. 

Where natural drainage ways can be incorporated into the 
stormwater design in lieu of piped conveyance. 

Level spreader 
To reduce the erosion effects 
of concentrated run-off and 
promote infiltration. 

Adjacent to paved surfaces and at pipe and channel discharge 
points. 

Stream bank 
stabilization 

Protect critical sections of a 
stream bank where standard 
vegetative practices are not 
feasible or offer insufficient 
protection. 

Banks of springs, streams or swales that need to be stabilized due 
to unstable soil and steep banks. 

Minimize site 
clearing 

Minimize disruption to the 
site’s natural systems and 
preserve the natural 
stabilizing and filtering 
vegetation of the site. 

Where development is proposed. 
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DCNR Green Principles 

Bureau of Recreation and Conservation Green Principles for Park Development and Sustainability 

Principle #1: Maintain and Enhance Trees and Natural Landscaping 

Natural landscapes provide vital undisturbed habitat for plant and animal species, some of which may be threatened or 
endangered. Projects of all types can preserve and enhance these habitats by incorporating natural landscaping which is the use 
of an aesthetic variety of primarily native plantings well adapted to the local climate and soil. Natural landscapes can provide a 
cost-effective alternative to conventional turf lawns. Preserving existing natural vegetation including valuable natural areas such 
as wetlands, grasslands, and woodlands is a fundamental purpose of natural landscaping.2 Designing with a variety of native 
trees, shrubs, grasses, and wildflowers can help eliminate large areas of unnecessary turf lawn. Minimizing the amount of turf 
lawn while maximizing the natural landscape increases water infiltration rates, reduces the maintenance requirement of 
expensive lawn equipment, reduces noise and emission pollution, minimizes the use of pesticides and fertilizers, and requires 
little to no watering. While not maintenance free, a well-established natural landscape requires less money for ongoing 
maintenance than conventional landscapes. The following are some concepts to think about when designing natural landscapes: 

Why Plant Native Vegetation? 

Pennsylvania’s native plants are those that were growing naturally in Pennsylvania prior to Europeans arriving. Pennsylvania has 
over 3,081 species of native trees, shrubs, flowers, and other forms of plants. Landscaping with native plants has several 
appealing factors. 

Native plants are: 4 

 Adapted to Pennsylvania’s soils and climate thus reducing the need for supplementary watering and other horticultural 
amendments. 

 Native plants are an integral part of the larger biological community involving beneficial and pollinating insects, wildlife 
and ultimately, all of us. 

 Offer food and shelter for many species all year long and are the foundation for a healthy, diverse habitat. 

 Require less care and watering when established. 

 Thrive with less fertilizer. (Most native plants will not need fertilizer once they are established. When fertilizers are used, 
they should be of the organic or “slow-release” varieties, should be used no more than once or twice a year, and should 
be used in as small a quantity as possible.1) 

 Provide carefree beauty that enhance any garden or landscape and create a special sense of place. 

 Native plants growing in their home environment are naturally more resistant to diseases, pests, or physiological 
disorders. 

 When planted along waterways, native plants protect ponds and streams by filtering pollutants and preventing erosion. 
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 Grass Maintenance:  

Cool season turf grass, a staple of traditional parks, should be limited to human-use 
areas such as ball fields and picnic groves. Native cool season grasses, such as 
Canada and Virginia wildrye, should be used in place of non-native cool season 
grasses like Kentucky bluegrass and tall fescue. Warm season grasses can be used to 
establish a meadow to provide wildlife habitat or used as attractive landscaping. 
Native warm season grasses include big bluestem, little bluestem, and switchgrass.1 

 Even if you keep some area in lawn, much can be done to lessen 
environmental impacts:3 

 Reduce or eliminate the need for pesticides by practicing Integrated Pest 
Management. Use a mulching mower so that clippings can remain on the 
lawn and provide nutrients as they decompose. 

 Where the lawn is small, use a non-powered reel mower. (Modern models of 
the reel mower are much easier to use than the older models.) 

 Keep gas-powered mowers in efficient operating condition (well-tuned, sharp 
blades) and raise the cutting height to 3-3.5” during the hot summer months 
to keep the grass roots shaded and cooler, reducing weed growth, browning, 
and need for watering. 

 If you don’t use a mulching mower, compost excess grass clippings in your 
yard and later use it as a soil amendment around trees and shrubs. 

 Learn to tolerate some weeds or a greater variety of plants in the lawn. 

 Don’t over-fertilize. A slow-release organic fertilizer applied once, in the fall, is 
usually sufficient. 

Enhancing and protecting meadows that contain native grasses and wildflowers is a 
great way to attract wildlife and save on lawn maintenance equipment costs. 
Common meadow wildflowers include Black-eyed Susan, sunflower, aster, and 
goldenrod. Warm season grasses are prime habitat for grassland and ground-nesting 
birds; birds such as bobolink, Eastern meadowlark, and grasshopper sparrow require 
at least 25 acres of grassland for survival. However, other birds, such as goldfinch, 
field sparrow, Eastern bluebird, Eastern phoebe, and Eastern kingbird, do occupy 
smaller grasslands.7 

Protect Existing Features: 

Mature trees enhance air quality and reduce pollution, enhance water quality, and 
reduce erosion, and can reduce energy costs when properly planted around a 
building. When appropriate, design the site to protect existing trees. During 
excavation of the project site be sure the trees’ root zones are protected. Therefore, it 
is recommended that any excavation occur outside the perimeter of the tree canopy.5 

Topsoil is the most fertile portion of soil and the most valuable. “It requires 500 years 
under natural conditions to produce an inch of topsoil.”6 The natural fertility of 
topsoil promotes healthier grass and reduces the amount of fertilizer required to 
establish landscape plantings. Therefore, one of the most important steps during 
construction and planting projects is to retain as much existing topsoil as possible. 
The best option is to stockpile and reuse the topsoil instead of removing it from the 
site. Using the existing topsoil not only saves money, but also minimizes disturbance  

Maintenance over a 
20-year span for a 
non- native turf 
grass landscape can 
cost almost seven 
times more than the 
cumulative costs of 
maintenance for a 
native prairie or 
wetland. 
 
~U.S. EPA, 2007 
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that could encourage the growth of invasive plants. 

Local and regional greenways are excellent and appropriate locations for natural landscaping. Many greenways contain rivers, 
streams, or other waterways.2 In these locations, a variety of native trees, shrubs, grasses, and wildflowers planted in buffers 
adjacent to the stream provide wildlife habitat, bank stabilization, filter pollutant and sediment runoff, and create a healthy 
stream ecosystem for fish and stream invertebrates. To provide the maximum benefits, a buffer should be 100 feet or more on 
each side of the stream, although smaller buffers are better than nothing and will still provide some benefits. 

Floodplains provide many important services and should be protected from development. Floodplains reduce flood velocities and 
flood peaks, reduce erosion potential and impacts, provide a broad area for streams to spread out and for temporary storage of 
floodwater, reduce sediment loads, filter nutrients, process organic and chemical wastes, and moderate water temperature. 

Maintaining native vegetation in floodplains helps absorb and slow flood waters reducing the impact a flood may have on 
downstream communities.8 

Undisturbed soil and vegetation provide important stormwater functions including water infiltration; nutrient, sediment, and 
pollutant adsorption; sediment and pollutant biofiltration; water storage and transmission; and pollutant decomposition. These 
functions are largely lost when development strips away native soil and vegetation and replaces it with minimal topsoil and sod.11 

Plant Trees: 

Maintaining and planting trees have many benefits. Trees reduce CO2 levels and increase oxygen, play an important role in 
stormwater management by reducing erosion and sediment runoff, improve water quality, help cool our planet by providing the 
service of carbon sequestration which happens when trees store carbon in their roots and trunks keeping it from entering the 
atmosphere, save energy when properly planted around a building, increase property values, and studies have shown that trees 
can significantly reduce stress levels and accelerate healing time. 

Pennsylvania, through the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) the Bureau of Recreation and 
Conservation and the Bureau of Forestry has developed a Public Private Partnership, through regional collaboration, to address 
the loss of tree cover in Pennsylvania. This program, called TreeVitalize, has established goals to plant one million shade trees, 
restore forests along streams and water protection areas, build capacity for long term urban forest management, establish strong 
urban forestry partnerships in all 14 metro areas in Pennsylvania, and train 10,000 citizens to plant and care for trees, over a five-
year period. To learn more about TreeVitalize and to find out how you can get involved visit: http:// www.treevitalize.net/. 

Compost: 

Leaves, grass clippings and other yard debris clog landfills, taking up 20-40% of landfill space. This so-called waste is actually a 
valuable natural resource that once decomposed, offers a nutrient rich organic matter that can be a source of mulch or can be 
added to soil as a natural fertilizer. Compost can also help soil retain some of its moisture content. Compost can be made on-site, 
or can be brought in from a municipal composting facility.3 To learn more about composting visit: 
http://www.howtocompost.org/. 

Invasive Plant Removal: 

An invasive non-native plant is one that is not natural to the ecosystem under consideration, and when introduced cause or are 
likely to cause harm to the economy, to the environment, or to human health. Invasive plants can be trees, shrubs, vines, grasses, 
or flowers, and they can reproduce rapidly by roots, seeds, shoots, or all three. 

Why Are Invasive Plants So Detrimental? 

Natural predators and diseases can’t compete when non-native plants are introduced. Most invasive plants are introduced from 
other continents, leaving behind in their native homeland natural controls like pests, diseases, and predators, which serve to keep 
these species in check. Due to this absence of natural controls, invasive plants reproduce rapidly and can form stands that 
exclude nearly all other plants. In the process, they damage natural areas, altering ecosystem processes and displacing desirable 
native plant species. 

http://www.treevitalize.net/
http://www.howtocompost.org/
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Plants like kudzu, purple loosestrife, and garlic mustard are displacing native plants and degrading habitat for native insects, 
birds, and animals. 

Invasive plants endanger some rare and threatened native species of plants and animals, which are especially vulnerable because 
they occur in such small populations. 

Invasive non-native plants often do not provide as much food and other habitat value as native plants do. 

Invasive plants, even when grown in a cultivated yard, can spread, escape, and cause landscape maintenance weeding problems 
for years to come. 

Some invasive plants release toxic chemicals that kill other plants. 

Land managers who are faced with the daunting task of managing or controlling invasive species on natural lands rely on 
resources like the “Invasive Exotic Plant (IEP) Management Tutorial for Natural Lands Managers” in order to implement effective 
management, control and education programs: http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/invasivetutorial/index.htm. This tutorial 
provides a “one-stop-shop” for natural resource managers who are interested in organizing on-the-ground efforts to prevent, 
manage and control IEPs.9 

References: 
1 DCNR. Creating Sustainable Community Parks. A Guide to Improving Quality of Life by Protecting Natural Resources. 
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/brc/publications/ 

2 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. A Source Book on Natural Landscaping for Public Officials. 
http://www.epa.gov/greenacres/toolkit/chap1.html#PURPOSE 

3 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Mid-Atlantic Region Green Landscaping. 

http://www.epa.gov/reg3esd1/garden/what.htm  

4 National Wildlife Federation. Native Plants. American Beauties- Why Use Native Plants? 

http://www.abnativeplants.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/home.why/index.htm 

5 Santa Monica Green Building Program. Inventory, Mark and Protect Topsoil, Trees and Vegetation to be Retained. 
http://greenbuildings.santa-monica.org/construction/topsoiltree. html 

6 Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District Natural Resource Conservation Service and the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 

Natural Resource Conservation Service. Importance of Topsoil. 

http://www.druby.net/joomla/images/pdf_docs/topsoil.pdf 

7 Natural Lands Trust. Meadows in Southeastern Pennsylvania. 

http://www.natlands.org/uploads/document_28200794705. pdf 

8 Ohio Department of Natural Resources. Division of Water Fact Sheet. Natural Benefits of Floodplains. 

http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/Portals/7/pubs/pdfs/fctsht50.pdf 

9 Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) Invasive Exotic Plant Tutorial for Natural Lands Managers. 

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/invasivetutorial/index. htm 

  

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/invasivetutorial/index.htm
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/brc/publications/
http://www.epa.gov/greenacres/toolkit/chap1.html#PURPOSE
http://www.epa.gov/reg3esd1/garden/what.htm
http://www.abnativeplants.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/home.why/index.htm
http://greenbuildings.santa-monica.org/construction/topsoiltree.html
http://www.druby.net/joomla/images/pdf_docs/topsoil.pdf
http://www.natlands.org/uploads/document_28200794705.pdf
http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/Portals/7/pubs/pdfs/fctsht50.pdf
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/invasivetutorial/index.htm
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10 Maryland Department of Natural Resources- Forestry. The Benefits of Urban Trees. Urban and Community Forestry: Improving 
Our Quality of Life. 

http://www.dnr.state.md.us/Forests/Publications/urban.html  

11 Building Soil. Guidelines and Resources for Implementing Soil Quality and Depth BMP T5.13 2009 Edition. 

http://www.soilsforsalmon.org/pdf/Soil_BMP_Manual.pdf 

Additional Resources: 

Arbor Day Foundation. The Value of Trees to a Community. 

http://www.arborday.org/trees/benefits.cfm 

Earnst Seed Company. http://www.ernstseed.com/seed_mixes.aspx 

National Wildlife Federation. Create a Certified Wildlife Habitat. 

http://www.nwf.org/backyard/ 

The University of Tennessee. A Landowner’s Guide to Native Warm-Season Grasses in the Mid-South. 

http://www.utextension.utk.edu/publications/pbfiles/PB1746.pdf 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. GreenScapes Alliance. 

http://www.epa.gov/greenscapes/ http://www.epa.gov/reg3esd1/garden/ 

Pennsylvania’s Composting Home Page. Department of Environmental Protection. 

http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/landrecwaste/cwp/view.asp?a=1338&q=469423 

Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. Landscaping with Native Plants in Pennsylvania. 

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/wildplant/ native.aspx 

iConserve Pennsylvania. Plant Natives. 

http://www.iconservepa. org/plantnatives.html 

The Natural Lawn & Garden: Growing Healthy Soils. 

http://www.seattle.gov/UTIL/stellent/groups/public/@spu/@csb/documents/webcontent/growinghe_200311261701557.pdf 

Bureau of Recreation and Conservation Green Principles for Park Development and Sustainability 

Principle #2: Connect People to Nature 

When designing a site for public use (whether a park, trail, greenway, playground, or community pool) there is a concept called 
“human well- being” that is addressed in the National “Sustainable Sites Initiative Standards and Guidelines Report”1 and should 
be considered during development of the site plan. Listed below are several ideas taken directly from the Report.1 The 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) iConserve program also provides for the connection of human well-
being to outdoor recreation, conservation, and stewardship. Learn more about iConservePA at: http://iconservepa. org/. 

  

http://www.dnr.state.md.us/Forests/Publications/urban.html
http://www.soilsforsalmon.org/pdf/Soil_BMP_Manual.pdf
http://www.arborday.org/trees/benefits.cfm
http://www.ernstseed.com/seed_mixes.aspx
http://www.nwf.org/backyard/
http://www.utextension.utk.edu/publications/
http://www.epa.gov/greenscapes/
http://www.epa.gov/reg3esd1/garden/
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/landrecwaste/
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/wildplant/
http://www.iconservepa.org/plantnatives.html
http://www.seattle.gov/UTIL/stellent/groups/
http://iconservepa/
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Provide Opportunities for Interaction with Nature 

Provide a diverse landscape to support a broad range of users and activities; including spaces for physical activity, 
nature/discovery trails, access paths to streams, way-finding features, and “cues to care,” which are design devices (such as 
mowed edges or low fences) that communicate that a naturalistic landscape welcomes users. 

Design Spaces that Address Children's Needs 

Provide pedestrian-only areas so children and youth can play without concern for traffic. Provide parks and open spaces that 
serve several residential areas, which give children a sense of place and belonging. Provide interesting landscape places 
(designed and naturalistic) that enable exploratory play. For example, boulders for climbing, streams for discovery, open 
meadows with trails, sensory gardens (where children can touch, smell, and even taste plants), and large trees and other natural 
features for hide-and-seek and unstructured games. 

Provide Opportunities for Passive Experiences with Nature 

Maintain all possible trees on-site. Optimize water views or provide fountains. Place and configure plantings that achieve other 
ecosystem services (such as rain gardens for infiltration and stormwater management) to provide visual amenities. Establish 
nature trails, and wildlife viewing areas. 

Educate Site Users 

Create demonstration gardens that allow visitors to observe biodiversity and learn how they can establish the same type of 
garden at their home. Protect wetlands and other natural areas and provide interpretive materials to education about the 
benefits provided by these features. Facilitate wildlife viewing and learning, by establishing bird boxes and observation areas with 
educational exhibits about the types of wildlife visitors might see. Provide interpretive materials or stations that inform about 
local ecosystems and their functions. Incorporate signs that explain how “no mow zones” are beneficial for humans and wildlife. 

Provide Spaces for Social Interaction 

Create small theme gardens (such as color, texture, smell, butterfly, etc.). Create “community greens” that can serve as outdoor 
meeting rooms, break, or study spaces, and spaces for organizational events and celebrations. Ensure that user spaces are safe 
and secure using Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED) principles (see www.cpted-watch.com for more 
information). 

Support On-Site Food Production in Healthy Environments 

Establish a Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) area for local residents to enjoy growing their own vegetables on a 
designated plot of land. 

Consider Local Cultures/Communities and Their Needs 

Identify local groups of potential users and provide amenities that address the needs or support the culture of local people. 

Plant Trees 

Trees are beneficial additions to any site. Planting trees should be considered during the planning and developing of all 
recreational sites. Trees have direct human benefits such as creating effective sound barriers that can muffle urban noise almost 
as effectively as stone walls; producing oxygen, absorbing, and locking away carbon dioxide, and cleaning the air by intercepting 
airborne particles, reducing heat, and absorbing such pollutants as carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, and nitrogen dioxide. Trees 
shade and cool reducing the need for air conditioning in the summer and break the force of winter winds, lowering heating costs 
in the winter. Trees fight soil erosion and reduce water runoff and sediment deposition after storms. 

  

http://www.cpted-watch.com/
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References: 
1 Sustainable Sites Initiative. Standards and Guidelines: Preliminary Report. November 1, 2007. 

http://www.sustainablesites.org/report.html 

Additional Resources: 

Penn State University, College of Agricultural Sciences Cooperative Extension. From the Woods. Community Forests. 

http://pubs.cas.psu.edu/FreePubs/pdfs/uh173.pdf Arbor Day Foundation. Nature Explore. 
http://www.arborday.org/explore/classroom/index.cfm 

Recreation Management. Nature and Nurture, Trends in Play Design. 

http://www.recmanagement.com/feature_printphp?fid=200907fe02 

Local Harvest. Community Supported Agriculture. 

http://www.localharvest.org/csa/ 

Bureau of Recreation and Conservation Green Principles for Park Development and Sustainability 

Principle #3: Manage Stormwater Naturally 

Stormwater runoff occurs when excess water from rainfall and snow events flows across paved streets, parking lots, rooftops, and 
construction sites. This runoff can be a significant source of pollution and sedimentation ending up in our lakes, rivers, streams, 
and other water bodies. 

The following are stormwater impacts of conventional development (including parks and recreation areas): 

 Increased flooding 
 Increased runoff volume 
 Decreased evapotranspiration and groundwater recharge 
 Increased frequency of runoff events 
 Erosion and stream channel changes 
 Decreased stream baseflow 
 Impacted aquatic life 
 Pollutant and temperature impacts to streams 

Goals of natural stormwater management: 

 Capture and detain stormwater runoff as close to the source as possible; 
 Reduce the volume of stormwater entering the combined sewer system; 
 Filter stormwater to remove pollutants before the runoff enters groundwater, streams, or wetlands; 
 Use and promote methods that provide multiple environmental benefits; and 
 Use techniques that are less costly than traditional piped solutions. 

Consider the following on your site to prevent stormwater from becoming an issue. 

Create and Enhance Riparian Buffers 

Riparian buffers and riparian forest buffers are areas of vegetation alongside streams and other bodies of water that mitigate 
floods, recharge groundwater, prevent erosion and sedimentation of the stream, trap pollutants within plant roots, improve 
aquatic and terrestrial species habitat, and provide optimum food for stream communities. In these locations, native vegetation 
(ideally a variety of native trees, shrubs, grasses, and wildflowers) provides wildlife habitat, bank stabilization, and water quality 
benefits.1 Although smaller buffers will still provide some benefits, to provide the maximum benefits a buffer should be a 

http://www.sustainablesites.org/report.html
http://pubs.cas.psu.edu/FreePubs/pdfs/uh173.pdf
http://www.arborday.org/explore/classroom/index.cfm
http://www.recmanagement.com/feature_print
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minimum of 100 feet on each side of a perennial or intermittent stream, river, lake, pond, and reservoir. For those bodies of 
water designated as Exceptional Value or High-Quality waters, the minimum width should extend to 150 feet.4 Below is a list of 
tips for managing buffers:3 

 Provide some public access to the water but keep vegetation clearance to a minimum. 
 Avoid work in streams, wetlands, or waterways whenever possible. 
 Don’t alter a stream bank or shoreline unless you’re returning it to a natural state (banks should normally be sloping and 

covered with vegetation). 
 Soil disturbance should not take place within the buffer by grading, stripping of topsoil, plowing, cultivating, or other 

practices. 
 Motorized vehicles should not be stored or operated within the riparian forest buffer. 
 Remove/manage invasive exotic species to keep them from spreading. 
 Improve riparian buffers by planting native trees, shrubs and ground covers that are tolerant of wet or seasonally flooded 

sites. 
 Avoid or minimize the use of pesticides and fertilizers near waterbodies. 

Protect Wetlands and Critical Recharge Areas 

Wetland functions include water quality improvement, floodwater storage, fish and wildlife habitat, aesthetics, and biological 
productivity. 

Wetlands within and downstream of urban areas are particularly valuable, counteracting the greatly increased rate and volume of 
surface-water runoff from pavement and buildings. They also recharge groundwater and trap sediment, fertilizers, and 
pollutants. Construction and other forms of disturbance should be avoided in and near wetlands. A vegetated buffer should be 
maintained around wetlands wherever possible. Man-made wetlands cannot duplicate all the functions of a natural wetland, so it 
is critical that natural wetlands be protected whenever possible.1 

Critical recharge areas are typically large contiguous areas of land that allow precipitation and other surface waters to infiltrate 
through the soil to recharge the groundwater. Without constant recharge, periods of drought could leave streams and wells dry, 
thus affecting available drinking water and wildlife habitat. Practicing green and sustainable initiatives (such as those outlined in 
this series of fact sheets) when developing in or near a wetland or critical recharge area can ensure that these features are 
preserved and remain fully functional.1 

Design Natural Stormwater Management Systems 

Natural stormwater management can be more cost-effective than traditional gray infrastructure of pipes and treatment facilities. 
There are many best management practices (BMPs) for natural stormwater management that minimize the impact of 
impermeable surfaces such as roads, rooftops, and parking lots. These BMPs can include designing narrower roads; permeable 
surfacing for roads, parking lots, trails, walkways, rain gardens and vegetative swales; and rainwater catchment systems for 
rooftops. The remaining runoff can be directed to native grass swales or rain gardens. Even just planting more native trees near 
impermeable surfaces can reduce the need for large, expensive stormwater management systems.1 

Alternative Pavers 

A technique for green parking utilizes alternative pavers that can range from medium to relatively high effectiveness in meeting 
stormwater quality goals. Alternative pavers are permeable or semi- permeable surfaces that can replace asphalt and concrete 
and can be used for driveways, parking lots and walkways. The different types of alternative pavers include gravel, cobbles, wood 
mulch, brick, grass pavers, turf blocks, natural stone, pervious concrete, and porous asphalt.2 
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Stormwater Wetlands 

Stormwater wetlands (also called constructed wetlands) are structural practices similar to wet ponds that incorporate wetland 
plants in a shallow pool. As stormwater runoff flows through the wetland, pollutant removal is achieved by settling and biological 
uptake within the practice. Stormwater wetlands are fundamentally different from natural wetland systems. They are designed 
specifically for the purpose of treating stormwater runoff, and typically have less biodiversity than natural wetlands both in terms 
of plant and animal life.2 

Common Stormwater BMPs 

 Rain/recharge gardens/bioretention 
 Vegetated filter strips 
 Vegetated swales 
 Porous pavement with infiltration beds 
 French drains/dry wells 
 Vegetated roofs 
 Cisterns/rain barrels/capture reuse 
 Constructed wetlands 
 Riparian corridor restoration 
 Revegetation/reforestation 

Non-Structural Stormwater BMPs 

 Protect sensitive/special value features 
 Protect/enhance riparian areas 
 Protect natural flow pathways 
 Cluster uses at each site; build on the smallest area possible 
 Minimize total disturbed area 
 Minimize soil compaction 
 Revegetate and reforest disturbed areas, using native species 

 
References: 
1 DCNR. Creating Sustainable Community Parks. A Guide to Improving Quality of Life by Protecting Natural Resources. 

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/brc/publications/ 

2 The Stormwater Manager’s Resource Center. http://www.stormwatercenter.net/ 

3 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Mid- Atlantic Region Green Landscaping- Stormwater Control and Managing Natural 
Areas. 

http://www.epa.gov/reg3esd1/garden/ stormwater.htm 

http://www.epa.gov/reg3esd1/garden/protect.htm 

Department of Environmental Protection. Bureau of Watershed Management. Riparian Forest Buffer Guidance. 

http://www.elibrary.dep.state.pa.us/dsweb/Get/ Document-76604/394-5600-001.pdf 

  

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/brc/publications/
http://www.stormwatercenter.net/
http://www.epa.gov/reg3esd1/garden/
http://www.epa.gov/reg3esd1/garden/protect.htm
http://www.elibrary.dep.state.pa.us/dsweb/Get/
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Additional Resources: 

Dauphin County Conservation District. Stormwater Best Management Practices Tour. 

http://www.dauphincd.org/swm/bmptour.html EPA. Functions and Values of Wetlands. 
http://www.epa.gov/owow/wetlands/pdf/fun_val.pdf\ 

Final PA Stormwater Best Management Practices (BMP) Manual - (363-0300-002) 

htp://www.depweb.state.pa.us/watershedmgmt/cwp/view.asp?a=1437&q=529063&watershedmgmtNav=| 

Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment & the California Water & Land Use Partnership. Low Impact Development. A 
Sensible Approach to Land Development and Stormwater Management. 

http://www.scwrp.org/pdfs/CALWALUP-flier.pdf 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. The Wellhead Protection Program In Pennsylvania: An Overview. 

http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/subject/advcoun/ag/Whppover.doc 

Shermans Creek Conservation Association. Up the Creek Newsletter. Riparian Buffers? What are Riparian Buffers? 

http://www.shermanscreek.org/2007JanNewsletter.pdf 

The Stormwater Authority. Best Management Practices. 

http://www.stormwaterauthority.org/bmp/default.aspx 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Watersheds. “After the Storm.” 

http://www.epa.gov/weatherchannel/stormwater.html  

Water Environment Research Foundation. Using Rainwater to Grow Livable Communities. Sustainable Stormwater Best 
Management Practices. 

http://www.werf.org/livablecommunities/  

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Storm Water Technology Fact Sheet- Porous Pavement. 

http://www.landarch.uiuc.edu/resources/courses/coursewebsites/LA441Web/Readings2006/EPA-PorousPaving.pdf 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Using Smart Growth Techniques as Stormwater Best Management Practices. 

http://www.epa.gov/dced/pdf/sg_stormwater_BMP.pdf 

Bureau of Recreation and Conservation Green Principles for Park Development and Sustainability 

Principle #4: Conserve Energy 

The best way to save energy is not to spend it. 

Renewable energy and energy efficiency mean less air pollution (including mercury, nitrogen oxides and carbon dioxide), less 
water consumption and less waste. It means less dependence on foreign oil and more self-sufficiency. It means less ground level 
ozone, less acid rain, and less particulate matter in the air. Ultimately, this means improved health. There are many opportunities 
to include renewable energy technology and energy efficiency techniques in site design. Please consider these different 
alternative energy sources and energy efficiency techniques to power your facilities as you move forward with your project 
planning and site design. 

http://www.dauphincd.org/swm/bmptour.html
http://www.epa.gov/owow/wetlands/pdf/fun_val
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/
http://www.scwrp.org/pdfs/CALWALUP-flier.pdf
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/subject/advcoun/ag/Whppover
http://www.shermanscreek.org/2007JanNewsletter.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/weatherchannel/stormwater.html
http://www.werf.org/livablecommunities/
http://www.landarch.uiuc.edu/resources/courses/coursewebsites/
http://www.epa.gov/dced/pdf/sg_stormwater_BMP.pdf
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Accomplishing Energy Efficiency 

The following are some techniques that can be incorporated in your site design to help save energy and money, and benefit the 
environment at the same time:8 

 Include in your site planning a mandatory maintenance schedule for your building to: 
o Clean filters 
o Replace belts 
o Commission the building (give your building a “tune-up”) 
o Achieve a certain percentage of energy consumption 

 HVAC rehab 
o Use state-of-the art, high efficiency, heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) and plumbing equipment, 

chillers, boilers, and water heaters, etc. Use variable speed drives on fan and pump motors. Use heat recovery 
ventilators and geothermal heat pump technology for up to 40% energy savings. 

o Programmable system to turn on during the day and off at night 
o Fan cycler/censor to replace or attach to heat pump 

 Waterless urinals 
 Censored faucets 
 On-demand controls in shower houses (faucets, toilets, lighting, fans) 
 Instantaneous water heaters 
 Sky lights 
 Light level meter or dimming system 
 Reduce outdoor night-time light pollution by avoiding over- illumination of the site and use low cut-off exterior lighting 

fixtures which direct light downward. 
 Use energy efficient T-8 and T-5 bulbs, high efficiency electronic ballasts, and lighting controls. Consider using indirect 

ambient lighting with workstation based direct task lighting to improve light quality, reduce glare and improve overall 
energy performance in general office areas. Incorporate sensors and controls and design circuits so that lighting along 
perimeter zones and offices can be switched off independently from other interior lights when daylighting is sufficient in 
perimeter areas. 

 Use Energy Star certified energy efficient appliances, office equipment, lighting, and HVAC systems. 

Solar 

Solar technologies use the sun’s energy to provide heat, light, hot water, electricity, and even cooling, for many different types of 
facilities. Solar power is probably the cleanest, most viable form of renewable energy available and it can be used in several 
forms to help power your facility. Many gardens use solar lights or solar garden water features.2 A variety of technologies have 
been developed to harness solar energy. In Pennsylvania, these technologies include: Photovoltaic systems (produces electricity), 
solar hot water heating, and passive solar heating and daylighting.6 

Wind 

Wind is a clean, inexhaustible, indigenous energy resource that can generate electricity. Wind energy is one of the fastest-
growing forms of electricity generation in the world.1, 3 Pennsylvania has good wind resources in portions of the state. 
Municipalities and non-profit organizations can use small wind turbines for on-site energy generation.7 

Geothermal Heat Pump 

The ten feet of earth directly beneath the surface maintains a nearly constant temperature between 50° and 60°F (10°-16°C). Like 
a cave, this ground temperature is warmer than the air above it in the winter and cooler than the air in the summer. Pennsylvania 
has low to moderate temperature resources that can be tapped for direct heat or for geothermal heat pumps. Geothermal heat 
pumps take advantage of this resource to heat and cool buildings.1 
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Biomass and Biofuels 

Biomass and biofuels provide an excellent opportunity to heat and power buildings. Heating options may include the installation 
of a wood chip heating system, wood pellet furnace or boiler systems, corn furnace, or simply using a biodiesel blended heating 
oil commonly referred to as a bio-heat product. Biofuels can be used to power small-scale workshop machinery and electricity 
generators as well as vehicles.1 

Fuel Cells 

Fuel cells are an option that local governments can consider when exploring alternative energy choices and distributed energy 
technologies. A fuel cell is a device that converts the chemical energy of a fuel into electricity with heat and water as the major 
by-products. There are several types of fuel cells and different fuels used for electricity generation.1 

Using Plants to Reduce Heating and Cooling Needs 

Plants can significantly reduce a building’s energy needs; it is cooler in the shade of trees during the summer and warmer behind 
vegetation that block winter winds. The general rule is to plant deciduous trees (those that lose their leaves in winter) on the 
south and west sides of a building where the sun’s rays are most direct and intense. These trees will provide shade during 
summer but permit the winter sun to provide warmth. Where there isn’t room for trees, shrubs and vines can provide similar 
benefits. Extensive use of trees to shade buildings, streets, driveways, and other large, paved surfaces can even cool entire 
communities. To reduce winter heating costs, plant evergreen trees and shrubs as windbreaks. Most cold winds come from the 
north or west (though this can vary locally), so on those sides of the building plant a dense row of evergreens that maintain 
branches low to the ground. Where new construction is planned consider “green roofing” where roofs are specially designed to 
accommodate plants. Such roofs provide insulating value that further reduces heating and cooling needs and can be very long-
lasting when properly maintained.4, 5 

References: 
1 Department of Environmental Protection. Alternative Energy. 
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/energy/cwp/view.asp?a=1379&q=485551 

2 American Solar Energy Society. Go Solar: How to get started with solar energy. 

http://www.ases.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=162&Itemid=7 

3 U.S. Department of Energy. Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy. State Energy Alternatives. Alternative Energy Resources in 
Pennsylvania. 

http://www.eere.energy.gov/ 

 Alternative Resources 

i.   http://www.eere.energy.gov/states/alternatives/resources_pa.cfm 

Bureau of Recreation and Conservation Green Principles for Park Development and Sustainability 

Principle #5: Integrate Green Design and Construction 

The ideal “green” project preserves and restores habitat that is vital for sustaining life. The site and all structures on the site 
become net producers and exporters of resources, materials, energy, and water rather than being net consumers. In other words, 
a green building is one whose construction and lifetime of operation assure the healthiest possible environment while 
representing the most efficient and least disruptive use of land, water, energy, and resources. The optimum design solution is 
one that effectively emulates all of the natural systems and conditions of the pre-developed site – after development is 
complete.1 

Green infrastructure means restoring floodplains to their naturally functioning system instead of building taller levees. It means 
planting trees, preserving open space, and installing features like rain gardens, grass swales and green roofs, rather than 

http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/energy/cwp/view.asp?a=1379&amp;q=485551
http://www.ases.org/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=162&amp;Itemid=7
http://www.eere.energy.gov/
http://www.eere.energy.gov/states/alternatives/resources_pa.cfm
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enlarging sewers or building costly new treatment plants. It means retrofitting buildings and homes with water-efficient 
plumbing and rainwater capture systems instead of constructing an expensive water supply dam. 

Green Design Can Save Money 

While many green materials and technologies do cost more, it has been demonstrated that many green strategies and 
technologies actually cost the same and some even cost less than traditional “not-so-green” technologies. Often the key to a 
cost-effective green building and site design lies within the interrelationships and associated cost and performance trade- offs 
that exist between different building systems. For example, the use of high-performance windows and window frames increases 
the initial building costs, however the resulting reduction in the size and cost of the buildings heating and cooling system more 
than offsets the added cost of the better glazing system. The result is a building that has a comparable or perhaps even a lower 
first cost, a higher comfort level, lower energy use, and lower energy bills and operating cost for the life of the building.1 
Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System™. 

A voluntary, consensus-based standard to support and certify successful green building design, construction, and operations. 
LEED is transforming the marketplace by providing a nationally recognized certification system to promote integrated, whole-
building design practices in the building industry.2 

For a project to become LEED certified, it is required that the project follows energy efficiency, environmentally conscious 
methods, as defined by the LEED Green Building Rating System, Version 3, 2009, in the following areas: 

By blending the right mix of green technologies that cost less with green technologies that cost the same or slightly more, it is 
possible to have a very green building project that costs the same as a conventional one. 

Vegetative Green Roofs 

A green roof, or rooftop garden, is a vegetative layer grown on a rooftop. Green roofs have a layer of living plants on top of the 
structure and the waterproofing elements. 

Why are vegetative green roofs such a good idea? 4 

They reduce roof stormwater runoff. In some cases, this can help reduce the size of stormwater pipes, and the amount of 
stormwater that needs to be treated by municipal water treatment. They also filter pollutants from rainfall. 

Green roofs also protect the roof membrane from sunlight, which breaks down the roofing material. Having even a couple inches 
of soil helps to greatly extend the life of the roof, and a longer lifespan means les material ends up in landfills from reproofing 
buildings after the membranes have failed. 

They reduce energy use: Green roofs absorb heat and act as insulators for buildings, reducing energy needed to provide cooling 
and heating. 

A green roof is also a source of oxygen and provides a habitat for some birds and insects. They reduce air pollution and 
greenhouse gas emissions: by lowering air conditioning demand, green roofs can decrease the production of associated air 
pollution and greenhouse gas emissions. Vegetation can also remove air pollutants and greenhouse gas emissions through dry 
deposition and carbon sequestration and storage. 
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A Few Techniques to Consider:3 
Optimize building orientation, massing, shape, design, and interior colors and finishes. By 
maximizing the use of controlled natural day lighting artificial lighting energy use will be 
significantly reduced. Provide shades or daylight controls where needed. 

Use high performance low-e glazing. Consider insulated double glazing, triple glazing or 
double pane glazing with  a suspended low-e film. Selective coatings offer optimal light 
transmittance while providing minimal solar gain and minimal heat transmission. Window 
frames, sashes and curtain wall systems should also be designed for optimum energy 
performance including the use of multiple thermal breaks to help reduce energy use. 

Avoid the use of HCFC and Halon based refrigeration, cooling and fire suppression systems. 
Optimize the use of natural ventilation and where practical use evaporative cooling, waste heat 
and/or solar regenerated desiccant dehumidification or absorption cooling. Identify and use 
sources of waste energy. 

Identify ways to use high-recycled content materials in the building structure and 
finishes. Consider everything from blended concrete using fly ash, slag, recycled concrete 
aggregate, or other admixtures to recycled content materials such as structural steel, ceiling 
and floor tiles, carpeting, carpet padding, sheathing, and gypsum wallboard. Consider 
remanufactured office furniture and office partition systems, chairs and furniture with recycled 
content or parts. 

Explore the use of bio-based materials and finishes such as various types of agriboard 
(sheathing and/or insulation board made from agricultural waste and byproducts, including 
straw, wheat, barley, soy, sunflower shells, peanut shells, and other materials). Some structural 
insulated panels are now made from bio-based materials. Use lumber and wood products 
from certified forests where the forest is managed, and lumber is harvested using sustainable 
practices. Use resource efficient engineered wood products in lieu of full dimension lumber 
which comes from older growth forests. 

Evaluate all products and systems used for their ability to be recycled when they reach the 
end of their useful life. Preference should be given to products and systems that facilitate easy, 
non-energy intensive separation and recycling with minimal contamination by foreign debris. 

Recognize that transportation becomes part of a product or building materials embodied 
energy. Where practical, specify and use locally harvested, mined and manufactured materials 
and products to support the regional economy and to reduce transportation, energy use and 
emissions. 

Develop a strict waste-management practice to divert construction wastes from 
reaching the landfill. Use materials and resources found on the site in the site design and 
construction. 
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For a project to become LEED certified, it is required that the project follows energy efficiency, environmentally conscious 
methods, as defined by the LEED Green Building Rating System, Version 3, 2009, in the following areas: 

 Sustainable Sites 
 Water Efficiency 
 Energy & Atmospheric 
 Materials & Resources 
 Indoor Environmental Quality 
 Innovation in Design 
 Regional Priority 

References: 
1 Governor’s Green Government Council. Green Buildings. 

http://www.gggc.state.pa.us/gggc/cwp/viewasp?a=515&q=156866 

2 United States Green Building Council- LEED. 

http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPageaspx?CategoryID=19 

3 Governor’s Green Government Council. What is a Green Building? 

http://www.gggc.state.pa.us/gggc/lib/gggc/documents/whatis041202.pdf 

4 EcoGeek.ORG. Green Roofs: An Introduction with Pretty Pictures. 

http://www.ecogeek.org/content/view/902/ 

Additional Resources: 

Governor’s Green Government Council. Guidelines for Creating High Performance Green Buildings. 

http://www.gggc.state.pa.us/gggc/cwp/view.asp?a=515&q=156978 

United States Green Building Council. 

http://www.usgbc.org/ 

Department of Environmental Protection. Pennsylvania’s Recycling Page. 

http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/airwaste/wm/RECYCLE/Recycle.htm 

Green Center of Central Pennsylvania. 

http://www.greencentralpa.com/ 

2009 LEED New Construction and Major Renovations. 

http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=5546 

Chicago Center for Green Technology. 

http://egov.cityofchicago.org/city/webportal/portalEntityHo-meActiondo?entityName=Chicago 
+Center+for+Green+Technology&entityNameEnumValue=161 

  

http://www.gggc.state.pa.us/gggc/cwp/view
http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage
http://www.gggc.state.pa.us/gggc/lib/gggc/
http://www.ecogeek.org/content/view/902/
http://www.gggc.state.pa.us/gggc/cwp/view.
http://www.usgbc.org/
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/airwaste/wm/RECYCLE/
http://www.greencentralpa.com/
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APPENDIX E: GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE IN PARKS 
Green infrastructure in parks is established first by building partnerships between park and stormwater agencies to utilize park 
land for green infrastructure. Green infrastructure in parks will lead to opportunities to enhance stormwater management capacity, 
park improvements, and funding for the park. The main goals of green infrastructure in parks are to promote and enhance overall 
environmental, economic, and social benefits. 

How Green Infrastructure Can Enhance Parks 

 Recreation Value – creating or enhancing amenities and environmental quality. 
 Park Appeal – Combines function of runoff management with design to apply native plantings, creates strategic topographic 

function, interest, and layout for amenities. 
 Enhance Social and Environmental Equity – addresses environmental justice by combining parks and green infrastructure 

to create benefits for the entire community by improving environment, quality of life, and providing access to public 
amenities. 

 Reduces Maintenance – stormwater utility funds for improved drainage, reduce erosion, and eliminate standing water. 
 Improves Drainage – provides options to mitigate drainage and flooding problems. 
 Education – provides opportunities to educate public with interpretive signage about the importance and types of measures 

that reduce stormwater pollution at various level and applications. 
 Economic Benefits – can be installed to earn stormwater utility credits, maintenance funding, or have BMPs managed by 

an outside party depending on types and approaches take by the local municipality. 
 Water Quality – stormwater volume and pollutant reductions which can help meet municipality regulatory requirements. 
 Environmental Benefits – improves urban heat island effects and overall environmental and ecosystem quality with the 

incorporation of green space and native perennial, shrub, and tree plantings attracting wildlife. 

Combining Parks and Green Infrastructure 

Green Infrastructure serves parks by utilizing open areas for absorption and park infrastructure areas built or retrofitted to treat 
stormwater or drain to enhanced pervious surfaces including parking lots, visitor centers, playing fields, paved trails, walkways, and 
roads, wetlands, and drainage systems. 

Common Questions / Concerns 

Why choose green infrastructure over traditional gray infrastructure?  

Benefits of choosing green infrastructure include: 

 Attractiveness, effectiveness, and multifunctional capacity  
 Habitat for beneficial wildlife / pollinators 
 Ability to reduce maintenance and eliminate mosquito breeding habitat 
 Can incorporate existing park features / natural and man-made 
 Potential to reduce infrastructure costs 
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Will it attract nuisance wildlife and pests such as mosquitos? 

If designed and maintained correctly it will not: 

 Implement a mix of plants to attract beneficial wildlife. 
 Select green infrastructure elements that eliminate standing water that could serve as mosquito breeding habitat, and design 

facilities to drain in 72 hours and / or ensure permanent pools don’t become stagnant. 
 Nuisance wildlife can occur in all parks, but good design and management practices such as eliminating food sources and 

providing securely covered trash receptacles can reduce or eliminate problems. 
 Inspect practices regularly to remedy any problems. 

Will stormwater features be unattractive or unsafe? 

Not if green infrastructure is used: 

 Green infrastructure practices are typically integrated into the landscape and rely mainly on soils, vegetation, and infiltration 
to reduce runoff. 

 Traditional stormwater management creates detention basins and wet ponds that are often unsightly and need fences to 
keep out the public. 

 Green infrastructure features can be designed with aesthetics in mind and can even incorporate benches, art, or sculptural 
designs. 
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How to maintain public safety and limit liability?  

If possible, design features to infiltrate runoff: 

 Design stormwater elements that minimize the risk potential for park users such as eliminating trip hazards, adding crushed 
stone paths, or designing boardwalks or viewing platforms. 

 Create water feature areas with the public in mind promoting informed design, clear sight lines, and natural features such 
as wetland fringes can reduce or eliminate hazards. 

 Limit access to gently sloping bank areas around water features by adding natural screens and barriers, and allow public 
access where it can be controlled or monitored by park staff. 

What are the funding and maintenance needs? 

Funding: 

 Stormwater utilities often have program funding that can be used to construct and maintain stormwater features in parks. 
 In some cases, stormwater management agencies may provide direct funding to parks to operate and maintain stormwater 

management features that the stormwater utility builds in the park or areas adjacent to the park. 
 Depending on the jurisdiction, costs can be shared across agencies. 
 Grants might be available from the state or other granting organizations, such as nongovernmental agencies that have an 

interest in enhancing the park and the community in general. Examples of such funds include community revitalization, 
smart growth, or watershed restoration funds. 

 A wider range of grants could be available because of the multifunctional nature of such projects that may have park 
enhancement, as well as watershed, and neighborhood improvement grants. 

Funding Maintenance: 

 If the community has a stormwater utility, money can be set aside for green infrastructure maintenance. 
 If both parks agencies and stormwater agencies receive general funds, a maintenance budget can be negotiated and 

allocated according to each agency’s responsibilities. 
 When deciding to engage in creative management arrangements such as these, be sure that funds are budgeted before the 

project is constructed and that long-term operation and maintenance needs are incorporated into the continuing operating 
budget. This will help ensure that adequate funds are allocated to the agency responsible for the maintenance burden. 

Maintenance Duties: 

 If funds are allocated to supplement the existing park maintenance activities, park maintenance staff or contractors managed 
by the park can perform the necessary maintenance. 

 Most green infrastructure practices can be maintained by landscape professionals who have received some supplemental 
training specific to the stormwater practices being implemented. 

 In other cases, the stormwater agency might want to either directly manage maintenance or oversee maintenance to ensure 
proper functioning of the stormwater management practices. 

 Maintenance responsibilities can also be divided between the park maintenance staff and staff trained or managed by the 
stormwater utility, depending on the practices employed. For example, maintenance of bioretention facilities typically can 
be taken care of by the regular landscape crews as long as they understand what to mow and weed and how to identify 
problems. More difficult maintenance activities, such as the use of vacuum sweepers for permeable pavements or the 
maintenance of water features, could be performed by the stormwater utility. 

 Ideally, the details, responsibilities, and funding allocations should be worked out in a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) or other such agreement between agencies (see page 18). 

 Most vegetative practices like rain gardens are maintained like any landscaping - weeding, pruning, digging, and removing 
trash. 

 Rainwater harvesting practices require simple cleaning of gutters and downspouts. 
 Permeable pavement is low maintenance but can benefit from occasional vacuum sweeping.  
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Process for Implementing Green Infrastructure 

1. Identify and Engage Partners – determine interest and funding opportunities 

a. Government Agencies – local, transportation departments, school districts, community colleges and technical schools, 
public health agencies, planning agencies, sustainability agencies 

b. Community Partners – Neighborhood and community associations, business improvement districts, watershed 
groups, friends of parks, urban forestry advocates, local businesses, and garden clubs  

2. Build Relationships – work with partners to identify common mutually beneficial goals 

3. Leverage Funding Opportunities – funds can be utilized from partnerships with departments such as water providers, 
stormwater utilities, and watershed and environmental groups 

4. Identify Green Infrastructure Opportunities – strategically plan for location(s) of green infrastructure in park that will 
maximize benefits 

a. Capture runoff, target hard surfaces, take advantage of areas with infiltration potential, and protect riparian areas 
and floodplains  

5. Plan for Maintenance – define roles and responsibilities, perform maintenance and repairs 

a. Create a memorandum of understanding (MOU) to define role and responsibilities of the agencies, ensure optimal 
performance of park/green infrastructure facility, engage community service organizations, and recognize potential 
for green jobs 

6. Undertake High-Visibility a Pilot Projects – Consider selection one or more high-visibility pilot sites to gain support from 
community to implement more green practices 

a. Opportunities to advertise the purpose and benefits of the projects, highlight community partnerships, donors, and volunteers 
involved in the application of the project. 

Useful Resources 

 City Parks, Clean Water: Making Great Places Using Green Infrastructure Trust for Public Lands 2016 
 Tools, Strategies and Lessons Learned from EPA Green Infrastructure Technical Assistance Projects USEPA 2015 
 How Cities Use Parks  
 for Green Infrastructure American Planning Association, City Parks Forum 
 Green Jobs in Your Community USEPA 
 Green Infrastructure Opportunities that Arise During Municipal Operations USEPA 2015 
 Greenforce Initiative Jobs for the Future 2016 
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ACTION BENEFIT TO PARKS 

Convert turf areas with high maintenance 
requirements to bioretention areas or other 
naturalized areas 

Reduces maintenance and other costs associated with 
the management of turf  

Install cisterns or rain barrels to collect roof runoff for 
irrigation Reduces potable or recycled water use 

Install permeable pavement or pavers Reduces runoff, pavement maintenance, and use of 
deicers 

Amend soils to improve infiltration Eliminates standing water and mosquito breeding habitat 

Install bioretention in underutilized perimeter areas Reduces runoff and flooding and beautifies low use 
landscaped areas 

Include educational signage describing BMPs and 
stormwater impacts Creates opportunities for environmental education 

Install green roofs Increases lifespan of roof, lowers energy cost, and 
manages stormwater 

Remove unnecessary impervious surfaces Reduces runoff and decreases erosion 

 

These green infrastructure actions can help park agencies meet one or more of the following goals and priorities, including: 

 Enhancing park aesthetics with natural drainage. 
 Providing recreational opportunities in underserved communities. 
 Meeting the demand for better park features. 
 Improving drainage in low-lying areas. 
 Reducing Landscaping and facility maintenance 
 Improving the quality of compacted urban soils. 
 Providing habitat for ecological diversity. 
 Sharing costs among agencies. 
 Providing ideal locations for green stormwater management. 

This summary was adapted from: 

Green Infrastructure in Parks: A Guide to Collaboration, Funding and Community Engagement 

U.S. EPA, Office of Water – June 2017 
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APPENDIX F: STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 

Site Stormwater 

Despite these regulations, municipalities must provide additional measures to further protect watersheds and also provide 
protection from off-site development activities that may affect downstream watersheds, natural resources, and property. The ACT 
167 ordinance in conjunction with the Stormwater Management Ordinance and MS-4 requirements of Westtown Township 
provide a comprehensive program for the management of stormwater runoff and provide reasonable regulation of development 
and construction activities which have the potential of causing accelerated erosion and the protection of the waters of the 
Commonwealth. 

Municipalities must be vigilant in the enforcement of these regulations, and in conjunction with county, state, and federal 
agencies, ensure that the entire watershed is protected through the use of reasonable practices, consistent design guidelines, 
enforcement authority, and the distribution of the financial burden to ensure that all stakeholders play an important role in the 
protection of natural resources. 

Trail improvements for parks are primarily considered linear projects and typically result in minimal earth disturbances and a 
minor increase in impervious area in relation to the overall project sites. However, in accordance with municipal requirements, 
projects that propose an increase in impervious area beyond 5,000 square feet require management of stormwater runoff to 
prevent degradation of receiving waters. 

Due to the increase in stormwater runoff rate and volume from the proposed impervious areas, runoff from linear projects is best 
mitigated by means of non-structural stormwater management Best Management Practices (BMPs) such as vegetative filter 
strips, vegetative plantings, installation of amended soils, impervious area disconnection, and retentive grading. For areas of 
higher amounts of runoff, small scale stormwater management facilities can be used to promote infiltration and improve water 
quality such as infiltration trenches/swales and rain gardens, provided that on-site soil conditions are suitable for such facilities. 

Trail segments are located in a variety of soil conditions including areas adjacent to wet ponds, wetlands, wooded areas, steep 
slopes, and other natural resources limiting the available locations to provide structural stormwater infiltration or detention 
facilities. With consideration of these limitations, it is recommended that the consultant work closely with the municipality in the 
layout of the trail system and utilize creative stormwater management solutions that complement the surrounding topography 
and reduce concentrated flow areas by providing non-structural BMPs wherever possible. The approach should include an 
analysis of High Priority Avoidance Areas such as ponds and wetlands, incorporate Low Impact Development (LID) and BMP 
techniques, and implement non-structural BMPs with a focus on vegetation, impervious area disconnection, evapotranspiration, 
and water quality improvements. In addition, the long-term maintenance of such facilities should be a priority in considering the 
types of measures to be implemented into the project, as access to these areas may be limited due to the site features previously 
described. 

Selected vegetative BMPs should primarily be low maintenance seed types such as Native Species, Wildflowers, Warm Season 
Meadow, with avoidance of turf where possible. This approach will minimize the amount and extents of mowing, reducing long 
term costs, while maximizing the water quality benefit and aesthetic appeal of the park. Where turf is necessary, amended soils 
could be utilized to nourish the proposed vegetation, permit runoff filtration, and provide void ratio/holding capacity to allow 
runoff to be evapo-transpirated by plant up-take. Regardless of the approach, underlying soil conditions and surrounding natural 
resources should be considered in the design. 

Where larger impervious surfaces are proposed such as roof or paved areas, runoff should be managed at the source to improve 
water quality and reduce runoff velocities leaving the immediate area in a non-concentrated fashion. Such improvements could 
incorporate rain-barrels, roof disconnection, low impact energy dissipaters, perimeter planted/stoned areas, or other features 
that complement the natural characteristics of the surrounding area and avoid larger structural stormwater management facilities 
wherever possible. 
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APPENDIX G: PENNSYLVANIA NATURAL DIVERSITY INVENTORY (PNDI) REPORT 

Introduction 

The Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory Environmental Review Tool (PNDI ER Tool) enables the public to perform online PNDI 
searches for potential impacts to threatened, endangered, special concern species and special concern resources in PA. Anyone 
including property owners, consultants, project planners and PA DEP or PA CCD staff can access the tool for PNDI project screening. 

The PNDI ER Tool is used prior to submitting permit applications to DEP or during any project pre-planning phases. The user 
performs the search online using the ER Tool, prints the results from the search (called “PNDI Environmental Review Receipt”) and 
follows the instructions on the receipt. For more information about the receipt results and what they mean, please visit the PNDI 
Receipt page. 

In order to adequately provide for the protection of special concern species and resources while also reducing the number of false 
hits when conducting PNDI searches, it is important that the correct project area and type is entered into the PNDI ER Tool. If you 
believe you have entered the information incorrectly, please rerun the search. 

Large Projects 

Some projects are too large to be drawn in the PNDI Environmental Review Tool and are therefore called “Large Projects.” To find 
out if your project is a Large Project, please visit the Large Project Information Page. 

Early Coordination 

Because the Environmental Review Tool is easily accessible to the public, it is recommended that PNDI coordination be completed 
prior to project development and submission of any permit applications. During instances when the PNDI search indicates potential 
impacts, early consultation with the proper special concern species or resource jurisdictional agencies (preferably prior to plan 
development) is crucial. Early consultation not only minimizes associated delays and cost, but also facilitates the integration of 
more effective conservation measures into project planning. 

RESOURCE AGENCY JURISDICTION 

A PNDI ER Tool web-site inquiry generates on-line search results concerning the potential impacts of a project to 
special concern species and resources. Four government agencies have jurisdiction over the protection of these 
resources: 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  

Federally listed, proposed & candidate species 

Statute: Endangered Species Act of 1973 16 U.S.C. §§ 
1531 et seq. 

Pennsylvania Game Commission 

PA state-listed birds and mammals 

Statute: Game and Wildlife Code 34 Pa. C.S.A. §§ 101 et 
seq. 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission 

PA state-listed fish, reptiles, amphibians, and aquatic 
organisms 

Statute: Fish and Boat Code 30 Pa. C.S.A. §§ 101 et seq. 

Pennsylvania Department of Conservation  

and Natural Resources 

PA state-listed plants, natural communities, terrestrial 
invertebrates, and geological features 

Statute: Wild Resources Conservation Act 32 P.S. §§ 5301 
et seq. 

Source: http://www.gis.dcnr.state.pa.us/hgis-er/PNDI_Introduction.aspx 

http://www.gis.dcnr.state.pa.us/hgis-er/PNDI_Introduction.aspx
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APPENDIX H: FUNDING SOURCES 
Funding sources change frequently in terms of type, grant amount, and the priorities of the funding organization. The following 
list is presented as links to the current online resources. 

Key Pennsylvania Grant Summary 

 Required Match Levels 

Grant / 
Funding 
Source 

Grant / 
Funding Source General Scope / Improvement Work 

Realistic 
Grant 

Ceiling 
State Local Application 

Timeframe 

Who Can 
Be the 

Grantee 

DCED 
(CFA) 

Greenways, 
Trails and Rec. 

Program 

Projects involving development, rehabilitation 
and improvements to public parks, recreation 
areas, greenways, trails, and river conservation 

$250,000 85% 15% 2/1 – 5/31 
C/M 
N 
A 

DCED 
(CFA) 

Multimodal 
Transportation 

Fund 

Projects involving development, rehabilitation, 
and enhancement of transportation assets to 
existing communities, streetscape, lighting, 
sidewalk enhancement, pedestrian safety, 
connectivity of transportation assets and 
transit-oriented development 

$250,000 70% 30% 3/1 – 7/31 
C/M 
N 
A 

DCED Marcellus 
Legacy Fund 

Projects involving acid mine drainage 
abatement, watershed restoration, gas well 
management and plugging, development and 
rehabilitation of greenways and recreational 
trails, sewage treatment projects, and 
replacement and repair of deteriorated bridges 
in municipalities with unconventional gas wells 

$300,000 85% 15% 2/1 – 5/31 
C/M 
N 
A 

DCNR 

Community 
Conservation 
Partnership 

Program (C2P2) 

Projects involving planning, acquisition and 
development of public parks, recreation areas, 
motorized/non-motorized trails, river 
conservation and access, and conservation of 
open space 

$200,000 50% 50% 1/15 – 4/15 
C/M 
N 
A 

DCNR Riparian Forest 
Buffer Program 

Projects involving landowner outreach, buffer 
design, site preparation and buffer installation, 
plant materials and tree shelters, and short-
term maintenance 

Unknown 50% 50% Due 12/29 
C/M 
N 
A 

DEP 

Growing 
Greener 

Environmental 
Stewardship 

Fund 

Projects involving the development of 
multipurpose trails, greenways, and parks in 
our communities 

Unknown 85% 15% 5/14 – 7/13 
C/M 
N 
A 

PECO 
PECO Green 
Region Open 

Space Program 

Projects that preserve, protect, and improve 
public spaces such as updating open space 
plans, habitat improvements, including 
planning, installation, and land acquisition 
costs. 

$10,000 50% 50% 10/15 
C/M 
N 
A 

 
Legend: C/M=County/Municipal; N=Non-profit; A=Authority 
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State and Federal Funding 

Recreation, Parks, Trails, and Conservation 

 Finding the Green: A Guide to State Funding Opportunities for Conservation, Recreation & Preservation Projects 

 Growing Greener Environmental Stewardship Fund: Community Conservation Partnerships Program Grants (PA 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources), Watershed and Environmental Education Grants (PA Department of 
Agriculture), Drinking Water/Sewer Infrastructure Grants (PA Infrastructure Investment Authority) 

 Keystone Recreation, Park & Conservation Fund: Community Conservation Partnerships Program Grants (PA Department 
of Conservation and Natural Resources), Historic Preservation Grants (PA Historical and Museum Commission), Library 
Grants (PA Department of Education) 

 Land and Water Conservation Fund: LWCF funding is intended to protect national parks, areas around rivers and lakes, 
national forests, and national wildlife refuges from development, and to provide matching grants for state and local parks 
and recreation projects. LWCF Success in Pennsylvania In 2020, the LWCF was made permanent and fully funded by an Act 
of Congress. However, the money must still be appropriated annually in the United States budget. With a minimum of 
40% of the fund to go to stateside assistance, the LWCF has the potential to provide much more assistance than ever since 
it was first adopted in 1064. Pennsylvania has already seen an increase in this source of funds enabling the 
Commonwealth to award up to $1.5 million grants for park acquisition, development, and revitalization. 

 https://www.usda.gov/topics/farming/grants-and-loans -U.S. Department of Agriculture has several hundred funding 
sources 

 PA Council on the Arts: Arts and Culture Grants 

 PA Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) 

 PA Department of Community and Economic Development 
Variety of technical assistance programs and funding opportunities including: Greenways, Trails and Recreation Program 
and Watershed Restoration and Protection Program, Multimodal Transportation Fund, Flood Mitigation Program (FMP), 
H20 PA (Flood Control Projects, Unsafe Dam Project, and Storm Water Projects), Sewage Facilities Program (SFP) 

 PA Department of Transportation: Transportation Grants 

 PA Fish and Boat Commission: Fishing, Boating and Aquatic Resource Conservation Grants 

 PA Land Trust Association: Conservation Easement Assistance Program 

 The Center for Rural Pennsylvania: Research Grants 

 The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC) 

Multiple funding programs are available to nonprofit organizations and local governments. Tax credits are available to 
owners of certified historic buildings in income producing use. There are no grant or tax credit programs available to 
private homeowners. This section provides information about each program and type of grant and tax credit. 

  

http://www.docs.dcnr.pa.gov/cs/groups/public/documents/document/dcnr_20028890.pdf
http://growinggreener.info/how-growing-greener-works/applying-for-grants/
http://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Communities/Grants/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Communities/Grants/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Encourage/farmland/Pages/default.aspx#.Vd9IPOvoFeM
http://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Encourage/farmland/Pages/default.aspx#.Vd9IPOvoFeM
http://www.pennvest.pa.gov/Services/Pages/Apply-Online.aspx#.Vd9KmOvoG_w
http://keystonefund.org/applying-for-grants/
http://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Communities/Grants/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Communities/Grants/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.phmc.pa.gov/Preservation/Grants-Funding/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.egrants.pa.gov/Home.aspx
http://www.egrants.pa.gov/Home.aspx
https://www.lwcfcoalition.com/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58a60299ff7c508c3c05f2e1/t/5995e9d7ff7c50fb93c8867b/1502996951948/Pennsylvania+fact+sheet+8.17.17.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/topics/farming/grants-and-loans
http://www.arts.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.creppa.org/crep-you/
http://dced.pa.gov/program/
http://www.penndot.gov/Doing-Business/Pages/dotGrants.aspx
http://www.fishandboat.com/Transact/Grants/Pages/default.aspx
http://conservationtools.org/ceap
http://www.rural.palegislature.us/grants_program.html
https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Preservation/Grants-Funding/Pages/default.aspx


H | 3 

Chester County Funding 

The Commissioners of Chester County, Pennsylvania offers two distinct programs that provide funding to municipalities and non-
profit land conservation organizations to permanently preserve significant natural, recreational, agricultural, historic, and cultural 
land resources; enhance public access to those lands; provide public benefit; and implement County and municipal land use 
policies. The programs are administered by the Department of Parks and Preservation.  

 Municipal Program 

 Acquisition Grants 

 Park and Trail Improvement Grants 

 Conservancy Program 

 Acquisition Grants 

 Public Benefit Improvement Grants 

https://www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/52293/Round-33-Manual?bidId= 

Athletic Grants and Foundations 

 Finish Line Youth Foundation: Program Development, Facility Improvement and Emergency Assistance Grants 

 National Football League Grassroots Program: Capital Field Improvement Grants 

 Target: Youth Soccer Program Development Grants 

 Tony Hawk Foundation: Skatepark Grants 

 United States Golf Association: Junior Program Development Grants 

 US Soccer Foundation: Program Development and Field Improvement Grants 

 National Gardening Association: School and Youth Garden Program Development Grants 

National Recreation and Park Association 

National Recreation and Park Association - The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) periodically posts information 
about grant and fundraising opportunities that are available for park and recreation agencies and affiliated friends’ groups and 
501(c)(3) nonprofits. 

  

https://www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/52293/Round-33-Manual?bidId=
http://www.finishline.com/store/corporate/youthFoundation.jsp
http://www.nflfoundation.org/applications/programs/view/grassroots
https://corporate.target.com/corporate-responsibility/grants/faqs
http://tonyhawkfoundation.org/grant-application/
http://www.usga.org/articles/2010/04/junior-grants-2147485942.html
https://ussoccerfoundation.org/grants/
https://www.kidsgardening.org/garden-grants/
http://www.nrpa.org/our-work/Grant-Fundraising-Resources/
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Independent Fundraising Resources 

When looking for funding and grants, there are many resources available on the Internet. Below are just a few suggestions on 
where to start your research. 

1. PA Community Foundations - A community foundation uses donated funds to establish and grow an endowment to 
benefit a specific geographic area. The interest earned from the endowment supports the foundation’s general grants 
program, as well as its operating expenses. People with significant resources and philanthropic interests, but who do not 
wish to operate their own grantmaking process, often establish “donor advised funds” through their area community 
foundations specifying the types of charitable activities their funds will support, as well as how active they will be in grant 
award decisions. The community foundation invests and manages the donated funds and administers all aspects of the 
grantmaking. Community foundations support many types of activities. 

2. Foundation Center: Provides both training and research information on corporate and foundation grant programs. The 
grants database is a collection of thousands of grants. 

3. GuideStar: An excellent source of IRS 990 forms for foundations and other nonprofit organizations. 

4. Chronicle of Philanthropy: The Chronicle is a newspaper for nonprofit news publishing, fundraising trends, resources, and 
recent grants. 

5. Crowdfunding Toolkits. 

6. Nonprofit Times: Nonprofit management newspaper. 

7. Hoovers: Profiles millions of U.S. companies. It is a great source for employee contact information. 

8. Fortune Magazine: A resource for identifying companies by state and industry. 

9. Leadership Directories 

10. Google, Yahoo Finance, and other general search engines. 

11. Newspapers and magazines like the Wall Street Journal, Newsweek, New York Times. 

Accessibility – Sources of Information 

 PRPS Inclusion Task Force 

 Pennsylvania Park Maintenance Institute  

 Model Aquatic Health Code (MAHC): An All-inclusive Model Public Swimming Pool and Spa Code  

 National Center on Accessibility  

 National Recreation and Park Association  

 National Recreation and Park Association: Embracing 

 Access & Inclusion to Succeed  

 Temple University Collaborative: Community Inclusion Resources  

https://www.tgci.com/funders?statename=Pennsylvania&statecode=PA
http://www.foundationcenter.org/
http://www.guidestar.org/Home.aspx
https://philanthropy.com/
http://www.nptimes.com/
http://www.hoovers.com/
http://fortune.com/
http://www.leadershipdirectories.com/
https://www.cdc.gov/mahc/index.html
http://www.ncaonline.org/
http://www.nrpa.org/
http://www.redcross.org/take-a-class/lifeguarding
http://www.redcross.org/take-a-class/lifeguarding
http://tucollaborative.org/
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APPENDIX I: 2002 OAKBOURNE TREE STEWARDSHIP PLAN 
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APPENDIX J: ARBNET INFORMATION 
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APPENDIX K: PUBLIC MEETING COMMENTS 
The following selected comments were received by the Township, via emails following the December 15, 2020 public meeting. 

Subject: South Concord Road Cope Tract Cornfield Development 

To whom it concerns: 

We are writing to you and pleading for you to stop South Concord Road Cope Tract Cornfield development plans as we are 
totally against it. 

With all that is going on in today's climate and trying to keep up with our daily lives, especially managing through the 
coronavirus and all the stresses and struggles that come with it, we feel we were not properly notified Cope Tract Cornfield was 
to be developed. Any emails received specifically referred to Oakbourne Park itself. For instance, your survey, which we 
completed, asks to hear from us and "...what we think about Oakbourne Park to help better understand what is important to you. 
We want to hear any ideas you have to make the park better." Again, this survey did not mention Cope Tract Cornfield 
development plans. Like us, many of the surrounding neighbors of Oakbourne Park and Cope Tract Cornfield may not be aware 
of this proposed development. We do not often check Westtown's website nor are we set up for a Facebook account. 

We moved to Westtown Township because of the beautiful open space environment and all its natural animal habitat. After all 
the years we have lived here, we still get excited seeing deer, fox, birds and other animals on our property and in our 
neighborhood. This development will destroy one of the last open spaces in Westtown. Sadly it will harm the natural animal 
habitat and will also impede our neighborhood privacy and security. 

Also, we live directly across from Oakbourne Park. People use our street, South Concord Road, as a cut through between Route 
202 and Route 1. As it is, South Concord Road has quite a bit of traffic making it difficult for us and our neighbor to safely enter 
and exit our driveways. Not only that, the road driving conditions are horrendous and dangerous for which we reported and was 
informed it was the states responsibily to repair. The patch-job road repair at Oakbourne Park and Cope Tract Cornfield made it 
even more dangerous to travel. This master plan for Cope Tract Cornfield will increase traffic significantly and open the space for 
future development. It would be in the best interest and safety of Westtown residents and those who travel our roads to use the 
development money towards Westtown's road maintenance along with other much needed improvements. 

Again, we are totally against proceeding with this development at Cope Tract Cornfield. We would appreciate more 
communication to those neighbors surrounding Oakbourne Park and Cope Tract Cornfield and additional meetings scheduled so 
that we can voice our concern. 

 
Subject: Park plan proposal 

 
Dear supervisors,  
I have a few problems with the proposal for the Oakbourne parks. Unfortunately responding in person is not possible and virtual 
is not the same as a large group responding to an open meeting. There are numerous residents who are opposed to any changes 
to the park, and would prefer you maintain what we have. 

For instance, the trails on the Cope side are unusable much of the summer due to ticks and the trail that receives limited 
mowing. The road to the parking area is deteriorating substantially and the remnants and stone wash out onto my property. I’ve 
paved 60 feet of the worst at the bottom. That is a twp problem, not mine. 

Fifty more parking spaces? We have runoff problems now. Move the flag pole? It’s perfect now. Dog park? Liability, smell, noise 
maintenance? Relocating the gardens means waterlines.  

I recall most respondents to the survey ( limited as that was)were in favor of the agricultural zones left as is.  
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The expansion of services will only attract added taxes, necessary manpower, and other than twp residents i.e. those from the 
new Agway apartments.  

Please don’t change the nature of this twp. We already provide adequate services for OUR residents. The median age is 
increasing and need no additional taxation.  

Thank you for consideration. 

 
Subject: Proposed use of Cope Tract 

Dear Supervisors, 

As thirty year property owners on South Concord Road in Westtown Township, we would like to voice our strong opposition to 
the development of the Cope Tract. 

South Concord Road as a State owned road is not well maintained, and heavily travelled already. Developing this tract would add 
to the traffic, and potential traffic accidents. 

Has the Township considered line of sight requirements, the need for an additional driveway, impact upon all those who live near 
the property? Will the State require a traffic light? So many people already exceed the 35mph speed limit set by the State. Is there 
a plan to ask the State to abandon ownership of the road and have the Township take responsibility, and reduce the speed limit? 

Because a firm was hired to conduct a survey and develop a plan, doesn't mean their plan needs to be implemented in part or at 
all. 

Please reconsider this proposed plan. Consider the cost vs the benefit. Is disc golf necessary? Fifty parking spaces is a lot 
considering the site itself and the topography. 

Not only is there an initial investment, but continuing expense related to all. 

We chose to make Westtown Township our home for the open space and natural beauty. The more the land is developed, the 
fewer birds, animals and people will find enjoyment. 

  
Subject: Re: Park and Rec meeting and approvals Questions 

When is the Board of Supervisors meeting for residents. 

As previously mentioned notification to residents  of the prior meetings and Master Plan was NOT sufficient. This was 
dissatisfaction expressed very clearly in the November meeting. I only new about it from my husband as it was mentioned in the 
planning meeting. 

We believe as stated, that the Park and Rec committee needs to further and more effectively and respectfully communicate these 
plans to the public and hold an additional meeting or 2. 

I the last meeting where the consultants presented and in other communication I have received, we were told this MASTER plan 
was going to be presented to the Board of Supervisors for adoption/approval. It was conveyed in the last meeting this was to be 
done this week. 

Residents want to express there lack of approval for the part of the plan that proposes plans for COPE and other activities. 

We need a voice before any approval. 

When is our opportunity for a public forum. 

Thank You,  



K | 3 

Subject: Re: Park and Rec meeting and approvals 

Good morning, 

A Park and Rec meeting is slated for tomorrow evening December 8, however there is no information on how to attend this 
meeting via zoom as is described under the supervisors meetings. Can you please have somebody update the website so 
residents know how to get into attend this meeting? 

Additionally the supervisors meeting this evening does not state anything about the park and rec proposal for Oakbourne. Can 
you please confirm this is not up for a VOTE this evening? 

Thank you, 

 

 
Subject: Veterans Memorial 

My comment to the Oakbourne Park planners is to add "potential Veterans' memorial" site to the flag pole plaza.  

 

 

Subject: Extremely Concerned Homeowner - Oakbourne Park Master Plan 

Hello, 

It was recently raised to my attention the township has developed, and is in the near final stages of, a plan to reform/develop the 
Oakbourne Park. This is extremely concerning to me considering I am a tax paying resident that the Township didn't properly 
notify homeowners of these drastic changes. Thankfully we live in a well-connected neighborhood and was made aware of these 
changes by a neighbor. I took time this weekend to review the proposed plan published here: https://www.westtownpa.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/11/Oakbourne_11.10-public-mtg-reduced.pdf in great detail and here are my specific concerns: 

1. As mentioned above, our household did not receive any type of communication there was a proposed development plan 
underway for this parcel of land. As a taxpayer in this community I would expect AMPLE notification of any changes that 
could possibly impose on our everyday lives living within the township. The presentation notes the first meeting was held 
on 9/15/20. Our household does receive a copy of the Westtown Gazette and does read through this newsletter when 
received. There was no mention of this project in the newsletter. 

2. Our household did not receive any form of communication from the township there was a survey published to gather 
feedback on the proposed project. If we had received notification our household would have responded. 

3. The survey results - 437 respondents out of 11k "surveyed". These survey results are in no way valid sampling of the 
homeowners who live in the area. The response rate the township received was 3% of the population. Please help me 
understand how this represents the majority of homeowners? Also please defer back to bullet point #2. How can the 
township validate that all homeowners were sent the survey to properly respond? Is the township/planning committee 
fabricating these numbers to falsify the responses of homeowners? I asked several neighbors myself if they were aware of 
this plan and/or survey and none of them were made aware. 

4. I have little issues with the enlargement plans #1 or #2 as these are already development community spaces that are used 
every day. However, it would be helpful to understand the specific suggestions the township is making to these areas 
before I can make a final decision. I realize there's likely an opportunity to rehab some of the existing structures from 
general wear and tear which would keep the zones/areas safe for recreational use. 

  

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/zDV0CpYRV0tQlxENFDFeOQ?domain=westtownpa.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/zDV0CpYRV0tQlxENFDFeOQ?domain=westtownpa.org
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5. I think the proposed plan for the playground area is a cover up to secure funds to develop other areas. I do not feel the 
pictures displayed in the presentation are an actual representation of how the township "plans" to improve this area. 

6. I am completely opposed to enlargement plans #3 and #4 as well as any additional parking. As a resident within walking 
distance to the park, developing these areas would be a complete infringement on our privacy and invitation to increased 
traffic to our "no outlet" streets. We chose our home because we did NOT want to live on a busy road and we felt our 
family would be safer on a "no outlet" street. By adding additional parks such as a dog run and or frisbie golf course, that 
will inherently increase the traffic in our areas as well as invite foreigners to park on our "no outlet" street(s) when the 
parking lot is full. As a mother of 2, this does not sit well with me knowing that strangers could be parking in front of our 
house, walking our streets or speed down our streets where my children play. I do not feel the township has considered 
the thoughts and feelings of those who live on dead end streets, specifically, and only care to improve the township's 
image. Not to mention the headaches of when the construction actually starts.... 

7. Why can't the township use this money towards something to improve the neighborhood infrastructure? The majority of 
Westtown lacks everyday conveniences such as Peco GAS, Public Sewer and Public Water...instead we're forced to 
maintenance our own systems year over year only to be hit with a massive bill when something fails. It would be nice if we 
could have some improvement to our township that didn't involve drawing outsiders in. 

I'm sure you've concluded from my comments that overall I'm not happy with this project nor how the township has handled it. 
And I plan to continue this fight until there's a more fair plan proposed for the homeowners neighboring the park. 

Please let me know when the next park meeting is scheduled and I will plan to attend. 

Thank you, 

 

 
Hello, 

My name is. I am a Westtown resident living on Windy knoll road for the last three years. My wife and I have a young family and 
love raising our children in such a beautiful place since we moved here three years ago. One of our favorite activities to do when 
the weather is nice is to take a family hike “down to the creek” just passed the corn fields across from Oakbourne park. 

My wife and I received information from a neighbor that there are plans in the making for commercial expansion of Oakbourne 
park. The expansion plans that I have read include clearing the land and heavy construction over the land that our family enjoys 
our “creek walks” I also saw surveys that were already obtained from residents living in the area in support of this work. I can say 
that I received no literature from the township regarding this project, only the information shared by my neighbor. 

I am reaching out to you, the board of township supervisors, to express my displeasure that I was not notified of these plans. As 
a tax paying resident, I expect notification of plans to complete major construction would have been shared with residents like 
myself and my family. 

I am 100% against this project, as it will take away from the privacy that we enjoy behind the cornfields across from Oakbourne 
park. There are PLENTY of other parks in the area of Westtown/Thorbury that my family have found in the last three years living 
here. I ask that you please consider the opinions of opposed residents like myself that actually live in the project area prior to 
making a determination moving forward. Thank you. 
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Good morning. 

I am writing to you to express my concern and thoughts about the current plan to develop Oakbourne Park and the Cope Tract. 

The notice of these plans to the residents has been severely lacking as multiple residents who are directly impacted were 
unaware, and many residents probably still aren't aware of this project. 

Notifications should be sent to each resident via mail, as not everyone follows Facebook, or reads the newsletter. 

The fact that only approximately 427 residents responded to the survey out of the entire township should indicate that. And 
basing a project of this proposed scale and cost on those few results is irresponsible and unprofessional. 

I just listened to the second meeting from November 10th, and the vagueness and uncertainty in the responses from the 
participants representing the Plan were both concerning and unsettling. Some of those responses were dismissive and showed a 
level of disrespect for the residents that will be greatly effected by these changes. 

Nothing in the presentations anticipate the burden of additional Policing that some of these changes will require, given the 
increased vehicle and foot traffic associated with some of these proposed "ideas', such as the dog park and a disc golf course. 

There appears to be are very few opportunities to capture revenue from any of the proposed improvements, thus, the financial 
weight will placed on the taxpayers. 

The township has not scored great marks with recent tasks such as road improvement and resurfacing of local roads. The repair 
done to South Concord road directly in front of the park failed within months, and now the sunken portion of road is larger than 
before, creating a safety hazard for both lanes of traffic...several local roads have only been partially repaired or resurfaced. 

This being said, a proposal of this scope will most likely only be partially done, and adjustments will need to be made in the 
future due to lack of input and planning at the beginning, which will cost additional Township funds. 

There was discussion of requesting Grant based Government funds, but the answers surrounding that topic were speculative and 
not reassuring. 

I imagine you are getting more emails and calls concerning this issue as more residents have been made aware by word of 
mouth, the danger with that being the lack of information given to residents and the proposed time frame to vote on this matter 
may create legal and financial issues for the township. 

The scope of the proposed project is massive and with vague and unsure responses from the presenters, the time frame in which 
it is moving, and the lack of notice to residents, gives it the appearance of deception or duplicitous intentions of a small group, 
and not taking into consideration the impact to those residents directly effected by the project. 

The vote to proceed should be delayed until all of the residents have been properly notified and allowed to provide input towards 
improving the Park. 

Thank you for your time. 
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The following comments were provided by residents at the Westtown Township Board of Supervisors Regular Meeting held 
virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, January 19, 2021 at 7:30 PM 

 

Gretta Flynn (1000 Windy Knoll Road) raised concerns about the potential development of the Copes Tract, as well as the 
renditions of the playground in the Oakbourne Park Master Plan. She stated that she has concerns about traffic and 
environmental impacts from potential Park improvements. She also expressed generalized concerns about the Township’s 
communications about the Master Plan. Ms. De Wolf indicated that the Board does not plan to remove the Copes Tract from the 
Master Plan, but also has no intention to move any projects on that parcel forward. Mr. Pomerantz encouraged Ms. Flynn to 
express her concerns to the consultant via the Township Manager. 

Linda McKissick (1017 S Concord Road) reiterated her concern from several meetings ago that there is a hunting stand in a tree 
in the Copes Tract. She also expressed her opposition to any development of the Copes Tract. Mr. Altshul stated that he would be 
in touch with Ms. McKissick about the hunting matter in the morning. 

Ted Moon (1031 Carolyn Drive) expressed his opposition to development of the Copes Tract and his support for the preservation 
of open space. 

Matt Griffiths (1058 Windy Knoll Road) expressed his opposition to development of the Copes Tract and raised concerns about 
increased traffic in that area. He asked what would happen if Oakbourne Park were not improved, to which Ms. De Wolf observed 
that the athletic facilities are currently in poor condition. 

Bill Chesko (1025 S Concord Road) expressed concerns about stormwater coming from Oakbourne Park across South Concord 
Road. He noted that Mr. McCardell wants to continue to farm the Copes Tract. Mr. Chesko is also concerned about long-term 
maintenance costs associated with any improvements to the park. 

Jason Chambers (633 James Drive) expressed opposition to the development of the Copes Tract and stated that he would pay for 
trash cans along the existing walking path. 

Tom Foster (734 Westbourne Road) expressed concerns about the powers of the proposed Environmental Advisory Council, 
particularly with respect to entering private property and eminent domain. Mr. Yaw clarified that the Council would be purely 
advisory in nature and that more detail about the powers of the Council would be spelled out in by-laws that the Township 
Manager will draft. 

Joe Giunta (634 James Drive) expressed his opposition to development of the Copes Tract, as the preservation of the 
environment and open spaces is a clear theme in the Township’s recently adopted Comprehensive Plan. 

Bob Bellucci (1090 Barnview Lane) expressed his opposition to development of the Copes Tract. 

Jack Embick (189 Pheasant Run Road) recommended that the Master Plan be amended to recommend that the Copes Tract be 
maintained as it currently is. 
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APPENDIX L: PARK STUDY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Study Committee Meeting #1 
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Study Committee Meeting #2 

  



L | 6 

  



L | 7 

  



L | 8 

  



L | 9 

  



L | 10 

  



L | 11 

  



L | 12 

Study Committee Meeting #3 
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Study Committee Meeting #4 
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Study Committee Meeting #5 
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APPENDIX M: EXISTING CONDITIONS MAP AND PHOTO INVENTORY 

Analyses / Existing Conditions 
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Photo Inventory / Existing Conditions 
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Runners Park  

 
Photo Inventory / Existing Conditions   
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Neighborhood Access Points   
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APPENDIX N: PROBABLE CONSTRUCTION COST ESTIMATES 
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