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Mini-roundabouts

Mini-roundabouts are small roundabouts used in low-speed urban environments, with average
operating speeds of 35 mph (60km'h) or less. The figure below provides an example of a
typical mini-roundabout. They can be useful in low-speed urban environments in cases where
conventional roundabout design is precluded by right-of-way constraints. In retrofit
applications, mini-roundabouts are relatively inexpensive because they typically require
minimal additional pavement at the intersection roads — for example, minor widening at the
comer curbs. They are mostly recommended when there is insufficient right-of-way for an
urban compact roundabout. Because they are small, mini-roundabouts are perceived as
pedestrian-friendly with short crossing distances and very low vehicle speeds on approaches
and exits. The mini-roundabout is designed to accommaodate passenger cars without requiring
them to drive over the central island. To maintain its perceived compactness and low speed
characteristics, the yield lines are positioned just outside of the swept path of the largest
expected vehicle. However, the central island is mountable, and larger vehicles may cross
over the central island, but not to the left of it Speed control around the mountable central
island should be provided in the design by requiring horizontal deflection. Capacity for this
type of roundabout is expected to be similar to that of the compact urban roundabout. The
recommended design of these roundabouts is based on the German method, with some
influence from the United Kingdom.
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